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PREPARATION OF THIS CEDS
The Planning Team
This Eureka County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) was
developed through a locally initiated planning process designed to create employment
opportunities, foster more stable and diversified local economies, improve local
conditions, and provide a mechanism for guiding and coordinating the efforts of local
individuals and organizations concerned with the economic development of the County.
The Board of Eureka County Commissioners created the Eureka County Economic
Development Program (ECEDP) and appointed a seven-member board with two
alternates to advise and assist in governing the Program's operation. The Program office
is staffed by an executive director and one casual time employee. The office staff as well
as the board members, all have, and will continue, to work diligently at local, county, and
state levels to broaden the expand and diversify the economy of Eureka County.
The seven-member ECEDP Board of Directors has served as the CEDS Committee in
overseeing preparation of the Eureka County Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategy. Dr. Mike L. Baughman, President of Intertech Services Corporation (ISC) was
retained by Eureka County to assist the ECEDP Board of Directors in preparing this
CEDS. Dr. Baughman has been recognized by the International Economic Development
Council as a Certified Economic Developer. Work on this CEDS commenced in
November of 2013 and was completed in August 2014. The priorities that are presented
within this document reflect the results of numerous ECEDP meetings and discussions as
well as input to the planning process obtained from interviews with many elected and
appointed Eureka County officials as well as business and industry leaders throughout the
County.
The ECEDP, acting as the CEDS Committee, consisted of representation from all areas of
Eureka County, provided gender diversity and represented major service and economic
interests found in the County. Some members of the committee have participated in
Eureka County economic development processes in previous years.
Information from County, State and Federal agencies was used in preparing this
document. Preparation of this CEDS also considered previous economic goals and
strategies identified in the 1997 Eureka County Overall Economic Development Plan;
2001 Eureka County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy and 2011 Eureka
County Master Plan.
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RESOLUTION
OF THE
EUREKA COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM BOARD OF
DIRECTORS APPROVING THE EUREKA COUNTYCOMPREHENSIVE
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY (CEDS) AND RECOMMENDING THAT
THE BOARD OF EUREKA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ADOPT AND SUBMIT
THE CEDS TO THE U.S. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION
WHEREAS, the Board of Eureka County Commissioners has charged the Eureka
County Economic Development Program Board of Directors with the responsibility of
identifying economic development opportunities for the County, which, if applied, will
help stimulate economic growth in the County and perhaps lead to the creation of longterm, permanent jobs; and
WHEREAS, the Eureka County Economic Development Program Board of
Directors have served as the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS)
Committee in preparation of the June 2014 Eureka County Comprehensive Economic
Development Strategy; and
WHEREAS, to comply with the statutory requirement that designated areas have
a current approved Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy to be eligible for
Economic Development Administration technical assistance and public works grant
funding; and
WHEREAS, recognizing the importance of the assigned responsibilities, the
Eureka County CEDS Committee has met on numerous occasions to oversee preparation
the 2014 Eureka County Comprehensive Development Strategy.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Eureka County Economic
Development Program (ECEDP) Board of Directors acting in their capacity as the Eureka
County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Committee that the
ECEDP does hereby accept, adopt, and endorse the July 2014 Eureka County CEDS.
ADOPTED this 31st day of July, 2014, by the Eureka County Economic
Development Program Board of Directors acting as the Eureka County Comprehensive
Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Committee of Eureka County, Nevada.

Sandy Green, Chairperson
Eureka County Economic Development Program
ATTEST:
Larry McMaster, Vice Chairman , Eureka County Economic Development Program
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RESOLUTION
of the
BOARD OF EUREKA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS APPROVING THE EUREKA
COUNTYCOMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY (CEDS)
AND AUTHORIZING SUBMISSSION OF THE CEDS TO THE U.S. ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION

WHEREAS, The Eureka County Economic Development Program Board of
Directors, has completed the task of overseeing preparation of the Eureka County
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for Eureka County and,
WHEREAS, economic and community development is important to the future
of Eureka County and,
WHEREAS, the Eureka County Economic Development Program Board of
Directors has reviewed the economic situation in Eureka County and has identified
opportunities for economic growth and has set forth goals and strategies for achieving
economic development in the County and,
WHEREAS, the strategies recommended by the Eureka County Economic
Development Program Board of Directors are outlined within the July 2014 Eureka
County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS).
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Eureka County Board of
County Commissioners does hereby adopt the August 2014 Eureka County
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy and directs that the CEDS be
transmitted to the U.S. Economic Development Administration.
ADOPTED this 5th day of September , 2014.
BOARD OF EUREKA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Eureka County,
State of Nevada

J.J. Goicoechea, Chairman
ATTEST:

Bev Conley, Clerk
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Relationship to Other Plans
The preparation of this CEDS has been informed by a variety of information sources. Of
particular relevance were the 2010 Eureka County Master Plan which was adopted by the
Board of Eureka County Commissioners on April 6, 2010; the Crescent Valley
Community Development Plan completed in October 2012 and Moving Nevada Forward:
A Plan for Excellence in Economic Development for Nevada, 2012-2014, prepared by the
Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development in February 2012. These plans are
incorporated in this CEDS by reference.
It is anticipated that the Great Basin Regional Development Authority, an economic
development collaboration between Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties, may in the
near future seek to develop a three-county comprehensive economic development
strategy. In addition to data for Eureka County, much of the information collected for,
presented and analyzed in this CEDS document describes Lander and White Pine
counties. The inclusion of data on these other counties is intended to both facilitate
preparation of a subsequent three-county CEDS as well as enable the ability to analyze
the economy of Eureka County in the context of its adjacent trading partners. With regard
to inter-county economic linkages, data on Elko County is also presented in this CEDS
owning to the important mining driven linkages between Eureka County and Elko
County.
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THE AREA AND ITS ECONOMY1
Few areas of Nevada can boast the diversity of natural, historic, and economic resources
that characterize Eureka County. From
alpine mountain peaks to irrigated
valley floors, County residents enjoy a
diverse physiography that supports
important natural resources and
economic activities. The unique values
of Eureka County include clean air,
access to open space and recreation,
active and passive enjoyment of fish and wildlife, quiet surroundings, enjoyment of
nature, views and scenery, the community life of small towns, safety and security,
agricultural and other outdoor employment, among others.
Eureka County was created in 1873 from lands derived from Elko, Lander and White
Pine counties. There are three established communities in the County: Eureka, Crescent
Valley, and Beowawe. The town of Eureka is located on U.S. Highway 50, "the Loneliest
Road in America", in the southeastern portion of the County.
Eureka was first settled in 1865 after the discovery of a rich ore deposit in the area and
was subsequently designated the County Seat in 1873. The town of Crescent Valley
became a residential community after attempts to farm alfalfa and operate a dude ranch
failed. It has become a haven for those seeking a friendly, comfortable lifestyle in
northern Eureka County. Beowawe, a small community located on the Humboldt River
near Crescent Valley, was originally established as a supply point, or gateway, for the
mining districts in the area. Today, the Union Pacific Railroad still passes through the
center of Beowawe.
Eureka County is one of the few Nevada counties which are traversed by Interstate 80,
U.S. highway 50, and the mainline Union Pacific rail lines (see Map 1). Within Eureka
County can be found commercial quality geothermal, oil, and mineral resources. North
America's largest gold mines are currently located in the north part of the County.
The demand for natural resources produced in the intermountain region of the United
States has brought both prosperity and concern to Eureka County. In the past, the demand
for energy and precious metals has bolstered economic activity through the production of
oil and gold. However, in recent years the mining industry in Eureka County has suffered
a downturn and the once rapid rate of immigration to the County has tapered off over the
last decade. The population growth and decline inherent in the "boom and bust" cycles of
a mining economy requires the County to carefully consider efficient uses of land as well

1

The description of the Area and Its Economy is taken largely from the official Eureka County, Nevada
website at http://www.eurekacounty.com/profile/profile_intro.htm
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Map 1. General Location Map of Eureka County, Nevada

Source: Lumos and Associates, Inc., Eureka County Mineral Assessment, October 2007.
as the provision of public facilities and services. At the same time, urbanization of the
intermountain west has brought interest in the management of public lands and increased
regulation of traditional uses such as domestic livestock. As a consequence, agriculture in
6

Eureka County, long considered an important stabilizing factor, has been faced with
escalating costs of operation and limitations in access to forage resources.
Collectively, these issues have galvanized residents and their elected representatives to
seek mechanisms to manage growth and influence resource management. These actions
are viewed as necessary to maintain and enhance local economic security and the rural
quality of life which has long typified Eureka County.
The town of Eureka is located in the southern portion of the County (see Map 2). Eureka
is the County Seat, and is the largest community in the County. The population in and
around Eureka is estimated to be approximately 500 people. Eureka is located on
Highway 50, and also served by Nevada State Route 278. Eureka is 115 miles from Elko,
Nevada and 77 miles from Ely, Nevada. The nearest metropolitan areas are Reno at 240
miles; 327 miles to Salt Lake City, Utah and 361 miles to Las Vegas.
Historically, mining built Eureka in the mid-1800's, when silver and lead were
discovered. By 1878, ore production in the Eureka Mining District peaked at over
118,000 tons valued at $5.2 million. More than 9,000 people lived in Eureka, making it
Nevada's second largest city. By 1890, mining was bust and miners moved on to new
boomtowns and there were only 1,600 people left in Eureka. The industry resurfaced in
1905, peaked again in 1909, and has been followed by several periods of minor
production.
In the 1860’s Central Pacific Railroad utilized Beowawe as a supply point, or gateway,
for the mining districts in the area (see Map 2). The Beowawe area continues to provide a
comfortable lifestyle for its 200 residents. It is located in the northern portion of Eureka
County along the Humboldt River at an elevation of 4,000 feet. The Southern Pacific and
Union Pacific railroads still pass through the center of town as does Nevada State Route
306. The majority of job opportunities in Beowawe and surrounding areas are in the
mining and agricultural industries.
Crescent Valley became a residential community after attempts to farm alfalfa and
operate a dude ranch failed (see Map 2). It has become a haven for those seeking a
friendly, comfortable lifestyle. As in the 1800s, mining still plays a major role in Crescent
Valley and is again on the upswing. An estimated 400 people live in the area, located 13
miles south of Beowawe and 18 miles south of Interstate 80. The majority of job
opportunities in Crescent Valley and surrounding areas are in the mining and construction
industries. Agriculture also provides employment opportunities for area residents.
Diamond Valley contains numerous agricultural operations that rely upon groundwater to
irrigate the area’s principal crop of alfalfa, timothy and grass mix hays (see Map 2). The
area is sparsely populated with most residents being associated with agricultural activity.
Land use in this area is dominated by open space and agricultural uses, public land and
livestock grazing, mining, and outdoor recreation. There are few commercial or
industrial uses in Diamond Valley, with most activity occurring along the Highway 50
7

and State Route 278 corridors the southern end of the Valley.2
Map 2. Community Areas within Eureka County

Source: Mears, Michael , Eureka County Assessor’s Office, 2014.
The balance of Eureka County is open space used for agriculture, mining, and recreation.
The area is sparsely populated. Most of the residential development is associated with
2

The foregoing description of community areas in Eureka County is taken largely from the 2011 Eureka
County Master Plan which can be found at
http://www.co.eureka.nv.us/PDF/Master_Plan_Final%20_2010.pdf.
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agricultural uses and ranching operations. Lands north of Interstate 80 encompass
approximately 530 square miles. Boulder Valley is one of the largest blocks of privately
owned land in the County. Lands in this area are primarily used for agriculture, livestock
grazing, mining and outdoor recreation. Two of the largest gold mining operations in
North America, Barrick Gold Corporation (operating the Goldstrike, and Cortez mines)
and Newmont Mining Corporation (operating the Carlin Trend), are located in this area.
Ruby Hill Mine, operated by Barrick Gold Corporation, is located in the southern end of
the county. Other major private land holdings in the outlying County occur south of
Palisade at the northern end of Pine Valley.
The majority of lands in the outlying area of the County fall under the management
authority of the Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Forest Service. A variety of
land uses occur on these lands. There are two wilderness study areas (WSA) including
Simpson Park (49,670 acres) and Roberts Mountain (15,090 acres). At this time neither
WSA has been recommended for designation as wilderness by the Bureau of Land
Management. Mineral, geothermal, oil and gas development potential exist on these
lands. Oil production occurs on wells in the Pine Valley area. Livestock grazing, mining
and recreational activities occur on these public lands.3
Eureka County recognizes that its two major industries (mining and agriculture) are
unstable at times and expects to see a decline in both due to the ever-increasing additions
to regulations and related constraints to economic uses of public lands. Eureka County
also recognizes that it is very important to work toward economic development and
diversity to secure its future economic base. It plans on focusing on its most positive
attributes: good schools, a small but productive labor force, little traffic, a relaxed quality
of life and an extremely low crime rate, to attract and retain business
Owning to its significant dependency upon mining, the Eureka County economy has
experienced periods of "boom and bust". During the years 1981-83, Eureka County
suffered an extreme economic decline. This was due to the stagnated activities in the
mining industry that forced layoffs. In 1982, the County’s unemployment rate nearly
tripled in one year to 14.2%, and school enrollment dropped by 18 %. By 1990, mining
accounted for 3,510 workers in Eureka County. However, ninety-two percent of these
workers worked in Eureka County, but lived in another county. At that time 269 mining
workers actually resided in Eureka County. Unemployment dropped from 6.9% to 3.7%
in 1990. Today, mining is still a major economic activity in the County. During 2013, the
State of Nevada estimated that 4,632 persons were employed in the mining, quarrying and
oil and gas extraction sectors within Eureka County. Of these, an estimated 4,400
commute daily from other counties to work in Eureka County. In November of 2013,
Eureka County had an unemployment rate of 4.7%.

3

http://www.co.eureka.nv.us/PDF/Master_Plan_Final%20_2010.pdf; p. 2-6
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Agriculture has provided an important component to Eureka County’s economic base
through the export of commodities out of the County yet only employed 8.7 percent of the
labor supply in 2013. Falling groundwater levels in Diamond Valley, Eureka County’s
principal irrigated agricultural production area, threatens this important component of the
local economy. Diversification from irrigated high water use crops to those requiring less
water is among the strategies being considered for Diamond Valley.
In addition to expanding and diversifying the existing agriculture based industries that are
located near the community, Eureka has the potential of enhancing a tourism market by
focusing on its historical character and related special events. The town of Eureka stands
as one of Nevada’s most beautiful and well preserved mining towns, with many authentic
brick and masonry buildings dating back to the 1870’s and still in use. Major attractions
are the Eureka County Courthouse, Eureka Opera House and the Sentinel Museum. The
Eureka Opera House was renovated in 1992 and is now in use as a Convention Center
and has acted as a drawing card for conventions, retreats and performances. The Perdiz
Sporting Clays Ranges and the Eureka Fair Grounds draw outside people to the
community. Monthly and special events held at each facility are very popular. The
tourism industry could be expanded significantly (i.e., tour groups, larger conventions,
etc.) but cannot be properly marketed until Eureka has sufficient number of hotel or motel
rooms to accommodate such groups.
Geographic Features - The topography of Eureka County generally consists of
alternating, linear mountains with long, low alluvial-filled basins characteristic of the
Great Basin and Range Province. Similar to the topography of the State, mountain ranges
and valleys in Eureka County have a north-south orientation (see Map 2). Uplifting,
faulting, and weathering have contributed to the present relief. Elevation ranges from a
high of around 10, 461 feet in the Summit Mountains of the Monitor Range to about
4,000 feet elevation found on the floors of several of the lower basins. The Humboldt
River winds through the northern portion of the County.
Land Use - Eureka County extends approximately 130 miles north to south and includes
4,182 square miles or 2,676,480 acres. Eighty-one percent of the land in Eureka County is
administered by the federal government (see Table 1).
In the fall of 1993, the Eureka County Commissioners created the Eureka County Natural
Resources Advisory Commission and appointed a nine member board representing
ranching, farming, mining, wildlife, business and recreation to serve on that commission.
Eureka County is the first County in the State of Nevada to hire a Natural Resource
Manager. The Natural Resources Advisory Commission and the Natural Resource
Manager are very involved with issues relating to public lands and natural resources,

10

Table 1. Eureka County Land Management and Ownership, 2009
Public Land managed by the Bureau of Land Management
Public Land managed by the Forest Service
State of Nevada Owned
Eureka County Owned
Privately Owned

1,969,762 acres
142,923 acres
19 acres
1,041 acres
554,506 acres

Source: Eureka County Master Plan, 2010, p. 10.
including water quantity and quality, air space and air quality, wild horses, wildlife,
grazing allotments, mining, and recreation. After reviewing information relating to issues,
the Natural Resources Advisory Commission makes recommendations to the County
Commission to assist in County decisions regarding natural resource matters.
Ninety percent of the land in Eureka County is used for agricultural purposes. An
estimated, 2.4 million acres of the County’s total 2.7 million acres are used for cattle and
sheep grazing and pasture, and for crops such as alfalfa and timothy hay, oats or wheat.
Of all land used for agricultural purposes in the County, all but 2 percent is used for
grazing livestock. In 1999, a total of 271,091 adjudicated Animal Unit Months of forage
were recognized by BLM on grazing allotments in Eureka County
(.http://yuccamountain.org/trends13/figure_7-12.gif, Figure 7.) Since the 1980’s, BLM
has reduced the number of AUM’s available for livestock grazing in the County by tens
of thousands. As a result, the range livestock sector of the County economy has been
drastically reduced. The remaining 2% of the County’s agricultural land is used
predominantly to produce hay (mainly Alfalfa and Timothy). According the 2012 Nevada
Census of Agriculture the total number of farms in Eureka County increased from 86 in
2007 to 101 in 2012. During this same period the total acreage of farms in the County
declined from 783,440 acres in 2007 to 638,848 in 2012. While the number of farms in
the County is growing, the size of farms is decreasing.
Also interspersed throughout the County is all or part of 23 mining districts. Mining
represents the next-largest land use within the County. Existing and proposed mines
located in or near Eureka County are shown on Map 3.
Eureka County is also the location of four oil fields in Pine Valley, two of which remain
in production (see Map 3). As shown in Table 2, in excess of 5.5 million barrels of oil
have been pumped from Eureka County oil fields since 1982.

11

Map 3. Mining Activity; Existing and Proposed within and Proximate to
Eureka County, Nevada

Source: Mears , Michael, Eureka County Assessor’s Office, 2014.
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Table 2. Oil Fields and Production in Eureka County: September – October 2013
Tomera
N. Willow
Blackburn
Ranch
Creek
Three Bar
Year of First Production
1982
1987
1988
1990
Total Barrels Produced to Date
5,483,235
48,177
13,493
23,837
Production Period
9/13
10/13 9/13 10/13 9/13 10/13 9/13 10/13
Number of Producing Wells
4
5
1
1
0
0
0
0
Number of Shut-In Wells
3
2
1
1
2
2
0
0
Days of Production
22-30
6-31
30
31
0
0
0
0
Barrels of Oil Produced
3,968 4,076 330
344
0
0
0
0
Sources: http://minerals.state.nv.us/forms/ogg/oilpatch/OilPatch20130910.pdf and
http://minerals.state.nv.us/forms/ogg/OilProdinNVbyProducingField1954-2012.pdf
Vegetation4 - Eureka County is divided between the Humboldt Basin vegetative zone, the
Owyhee High Plateau, and the Central Nevada Basin Range. Many plant species are
located throughout the area although northern desert shrubs are the most dominant
species.
The natural vegetation in the Humboldt zone supports desert-shrub and bunchgrass-shrub
vegetation. In areas receiving less than 8 inches of annual precipitation, shadscale and
bud sagebrush are common. Associated plants include Indian ricegrass, winterfat, spiny
hopsage, bottlebrush squirreltail and Sandberg bluegrass. Basin wildrye, black
greasewood, and Torry saltbush are locally important on lower piedmont slopes and
valley floors. Winterfat and sickle saltbush communities are prevalent in some areas.
Where the average annual precipitation ranges between 8-12 inches, Wyoming big
sagebrush is the characteristic shrub. Local areas of black sagebrush and low sagebrush
are also found within this precipitation zone. Thurber needlegrass, Indian ricegrass,
needle-and-thread, bluebunch wheatgrass (scarce on droughty sites), bottlebrush
squirreltail, Sandberg bluegrass, spiny hopsage and Douglas rabbitbrush are common
associated plants with these sagebrush species. At higher elevations where the annual
precipitation is 12 inches or more, mountain big sagebrush, bluebunch wheatgrass, Idaho
fescue, snowberry and serviceberry are characteristic plants. Utah juniper is found on
rocky hill and mountain slopes.
The Owyhee High Plateau zone supports shrub-grass vegetation characterized by big
sagebrush or low sagebrush and by bluebunch wheatgrass, western wheatgrass, or Idaho
fescue. Other important plants are sandberg bluegrass, foxtail wheatgrass, penstemon,
phlox, milkvetch, lupine, aster, and rabbitbrush. On the high plateaus are juniper and
curlleaf mountain mahogany and on understory predominantly of snowberry and
ceanothus. Conifers, aspen and very large mountain mahogany are in the Ruby Range
and Jarbidge Mountain. The conifers include whitebark pine, limber pine, Englemann
spruce, subalpine fir and bristlecone pine.

4

Natural Resource Conservation Service,
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The Central Nevada Basin and Range zone supports desert-shrub, shrub-grass and
woodland vegetation. In areas where the average annual precipitation in about 8 inches,
the sites support winterfat, black sagebrush, Wyoming big sagebrush and associated
grasses such as Indian ricegrass, bottlebrush squirreling, needle-and-thread, Sandberg
bluegrass and Thurber needlegrass. Shadscale and bud sagebrush are dominant soil on
the drier sites. In areas having a high salt or sodium content, basin wildrye, western
wheatgrass, alkali sacaton, inland saltgrass, black greasewood and rubber rabbitbrush are
most common. In places where the average annual precipitation is 12 inches or more, the
soils support mostly mountain big sagebrush, antelope bitterbrush, serviceberry and
associated grasses such as bluebunch wheatgrass, Thruber needlegrass and pine bluegrass.
Utah juniper and singleleaf pinyon are prevalent in the mountains. Associated plants
include bluebunch wheatgrass, Thruber needlegrass, Indian ricegrass, pine bluegrass,
black sagebrush, Wyoming and mountain big sagebrush, antelope bitterbrush, snowberry,
serviceberry and curlleaf mountain mahogany. In places where the average annual
precipitation is about 16 inches, the soils support bush oceanspray and associated grasses
such as spike fescue, Idaho fescue, mountain brome and Letterman needlegrass. At the
highest elevations there are thickets of curlleaf mountain mahogany and small amounts of
mixed conifer forest with limber, bristlecone, or ponderosa pine, Douglas-fir, or white fir.
Climate5 - The Sierra Nevada Mountain Range forms an effective barrier to moisture
laden Pacific storms traveling east to Nevada. As a result, precipitation in Eureka County
is light.
The Humboldt zone, has an average annual precipitation of about 5 inches at lower
elevations to about 14 inches over most mountain ranges and as much as 20 inches on
higher mountain ranges. Precipitation occurs primarily as snow during the winter and as
rain during the spring and fall. The relative humidity is low, evaporation is high, the
percentage of sunshine is high, and the daily and seasonal range in temperature is wide.
Summers are dry. Average frost-free period is generally 60-120 days, decreasing with
elevation.
In the Owyhee High Plateau, average annual precipitation ranges from approximately 815 inches in most of the area; but as much as 30 inches on mountain slopes. Precipitation
is evenly distributed throughout the year, but it is low from midsummer to early in
autumn. Average annual temperatures range from 42 degrees to 47 degrees F. Average
frost-free period is 90-120 days, decreasing with elevation; less than 60 days on high
mountains.
The Central Nevada Basin and Range zone, has an average annual precipitation of 5-25
inches, increasing with elevation. The driest period is from midsummer to mid-autumn.
Average annual temperature is 39 degrees to 50 degrees F. Average frost-free period is
60 to 120 days, decreasing with elevation.

5

Natural Resource Conservation Service.
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Water Resources6 - In the Humboldt zone, the low precipitation provides only a small
amount of water. Surface water is available from perennial streams that carry snowmelt
from the mountains. Late-season water supplies are deficient. Ryepatch Reservoir on the
lower Humboldt River in Pershing County is the only large irrigation reservoir in the
region. Limited groundwater supplies in some of the outlying valleys are being rapidly
harnessed for irrigation.
In the Owyhee High Plateau, the supply of water from precipitation and stream flow is
small and unreliable, except along the Owyhee, Bruneau and Humboldt Rivers. Stream
flow depends largely on accumulated snow on the higher mountains. Except in alluvial
deposits along large streams, groundwater supplies are small and little used.
In the Central Nevada Basin and Range zone water is scarce. Both surface water and
groundwater are used for irrigation. For the most part, streams are small and intermittent
and depend on sources in the higher mountains. Groundwater available in the valley fill
has been largely developed for irrigation of crops. A few small reservoirs have been
constructed throughout the area for storage of water for irrigation and recreation
purposes.
The U.S. Geological Survey and the Nevada Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources have divided Nevada into discrete hydrologic units for water planning and
management purposes. These have been identified as 255 hydrographic basins within 14
major hydrographic regions. Eureka County contains all or portions of 13 hydrographic
basins. A summary of groundwater resources for each basin is provided in Table 3.
Table 3. Hydrographic Basin Summaries: Eureka County (Acre Ft.)
Basin (No.)
Active Duty Pending Perennial Yield
Balance
Maggie Creek (51)
14,263.33
0.00
4,000 (10,263.33)
Mary’s Creek (52)
1,939.71
0.00
13,000
11,060.29
Pine Valley (53)
16,324.28 1,222.94
20,000
2,452.78
Crescent Valley (54)
67,332.84 7,998.45
16,000 (59,331.29)
Whirlwind Valley (60)
31,377.65
0.00
20,000 (11,337.65)
Boulder Flat (61)
73,117.16
0.00
30,000 (43,117.16)
Rock Creek Valley (62)
2,260.43
0.00
2,800
540.57
Grass Valley (138)
13,317.96 3,445.85
13,000
(3,763.81)
Diamond Valley (153)
131,146.52 3,250.67
30,000 (104,397.19)
Monitor Valley North (140A)
280.78
0.00
8,000
7,719.22
Antelope Valley (151)
3,063.18
0.00
4,000
936.82
Kobe Valley (139)
12,638.78 8,422.98
16,000
(5,061.76)
Little Smoky Valley North (155A)
5,055.65
417.00
5,000
(472.65)
Source: Nevada Division of Water Resources

6

Natural Resource Conservation Service.
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As shown in Table 4, the active duty for approved groundwater rights exceeds the
perennial yield in 7 of the 13 hydrographic basins wholly or partially located in Eureka
County. When pending applications for water rights are considered, the groundwater in 8
of 13 basins would be fully or over-appropriated. Only 5 of the 13 groundwater basins
wholly or partially located in Eureka County contain unappropriated or unapplied for
groundwater. A total of only 22,689.68 acre feet of groundwater remain unapplied for
within the groundwater basins which are wholly or partially located in Eureka County.
this amount of groundwater could irrigate an estimated 5,600 to 6,400 acres of farm land
at an irrigation rate of 3.5 to 4 acre feet per acre. Recently, the Nevada State Engineer has
indicated that his office is considering limiting the estimates of perennial yield used by
his office to calculate the amount of groundwater available for appropriation to that which
is equal to annual recharge from precipitation and excluding that component of perennial
yield currently associated with evapotransporation.7 The State Engineer is considering
undertaking this adjustment as a means to prevent further impacts on surface flows of the
Humboldt River and its tributaries. The effect of this adjustment would be to reduce the
amount of unappropriated groundwater available in many basins, including several in
Eureka County.
It is important to note that there is no unappropriated water available in the basins in
which are located in the towns of Beowawe, Eureka and Crescent Valley. Table 3 reveals
that groundwater in Diamond Valley, Eureka County’s principal irrigated agricultural
production area is greatly over-appropriated, a situation which has led to a significant
lowering of the groundwater table and increased costs of production in that area.
With regard to surface water, the primary source of surface water in Eureka County is the
Humboldt River in the northern portion of the County. As shown in Figure 1, there are
35,656.43 acre feet of decreed water rights from the Humboldt River whose place of use
is in Eureka County. Surface water from the Humboldt River is used primarily for
irrigation. Approximately 8,000 acre feet of decreed surface water rights in Eureka
County are owned by mining companies which have purchased large agricultural
operations in the vicinity of the Humboldt River.

7

Personal communication with Jason King, Nevada State Engineer, June 17, 2014.
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Figure 1. Humboldt River Decreed Water Rights By County
(Acre Feet)
145740.47

Elko
Eureka
Lander

46988.47

Humboldt

403082.68

42095.88

Pershing

35656.43

Source: Nevada Division of Water Resources.

Other major surface water features include Pine Creek and a series of smaller perennial
streams originating in the Roberts Mountains, the Diamond Mountains, Cortez Range,
and Monitor Range. Drought conditions over the last three winters have reduced stream
flows.
Mineral Resources8 - Mineral resources within Eureka County are classified into three
major categories: locatable minerals (i.e., base metals, precious metals, and industrial
minerals); leasable minerals (i.e. oil and gas, coal, phosphate and geothermal areas); and
saleable minerals (e.g. common varieties of sand and gravel). Locatable minerals are
minerals for which the right to explore, develop and extract mineral resources is
established by the staking of mining claims as authorized under the General Mining Law
of 1872. Examples of locatable minerals historically or currently mined within Eureka
County include metallic minerals (i.e. gold, silver copper, mercury, zinc, molybdenum,
uranium, tungsten, etc.) and non-metallic minerals (i.e. limestone, barite, gypsum,
diatomaceous earth, fluorspar and opals).
Leasable minerals are defined by the Mineral Leasing Act as leasable solid and leasable
fluid minerals. Leasable solid minerals include coal, oil shale, native asphalt, phosphate,
sodium, potash, potassium, and sulfur, while leasable fluid minerals include oil, gas and
geothermal resources. The rights to explore for and produce these minerals on public
land may only be acquired by competitive leasing.

8

This section taken largely from Lumos and Associates, Inc., Eureka County Mineral Assessment Report,
October 2007.
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Electrical power is produced in the Beowawe geothermal area at the Oxbow geothermal
power plant, which came online in 1985. Although the plant itself is in adjacent Lander
County, the geothermal resources used to power the plant come from both Eureka and
Lander counties.
There are three active oil fields in Eureka County. These active fields are the Blackburn
Field, North Willow Creek Field, and Tomera Ranch Field, all of them located on the
eastern side of Pine Valley.
The primary saleable mineral commodity sold in Eureka County is sand and gravel
(construction aggregates). While virtually all of Eureka County’s valleys hold
substantial sand and gravel deposits, the relatively low value of the resource combined
with high transportation costs make extraction economically feasible only near
transportation corridors or near the location of end use.
Socioeconomic Characteristics - As noted previously, the economy of Eureka County is
dependent largely upon the mining and agriculture sectors. This section of the CEDS
describes the socioeconomic characteristics of the County which result primarily from the
influences of these two key economic sectors. Due to Eureka County’s proximity to and
economic relationships with Elko, Lander and White Pine counties, many of the tables in
this section include comparisons to these other counties.
Table 4 illustrates the trends in population growth and declines in between 2000 and 2030
as estimated by the Nevada State Demographer. Eureka County’s population in 2000 and
2013 was estimated at 1,847 and 2,031 persons, respectively and is forecast to grow to
2,336 persons by the year 2030, an increase of 15.1 percent between 2013 and 2030. This
greatly exceeds the expected 2.69 percent rate of population growth for the State of
Nevada as a whole during this same period. Population growth is typically tied to
economic activity suggesting that the economy of Eureka County is anticipated by the
Nevada State Demographer to outperform the economy of the State of Nevada as a whole
during the period 2013 through 2030.
As shown in Table 5, the percentage of persons in Eureka County who are between the
ages of 20 and 64 (considered the primary age range for persons comprising the labor
force) is expected to decline from 62.3 percent in 2013 to 57.7 percent in 2030. A similar
decline in the percentage of the population between the ages of 20 to 64 years of age is
anticipated in Elko, Lander and White Pine counties. This trend reflects an aging
population with persons moving into retirement age. These trends can pose problems for
business and industry seeking labor in the future.
Table 6, suggests that the distribution of males and females among the population of
Eureka County is anticipated to remain fairly constant during the period of 2013 through
2030. In the year 2013 males represented 51.7 percent and females 48.3 percent of the
Eureka County population. This trend contrasts with both Elko and Lander counties
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Table 4. Population Trends: Eureka County with Comparisons to Elko, Lander and White Pine Counties1; 2000 - 2030

Area
Eureka County
Eureka Town
Crescent Valley
Elko County
Lander County
White Pine County
Nevada

2000
1,847
558
369
50,756
6,822
10,650
2,066,831

2010
1,609
499
296
52,097
5,992
9,503
2,724,636

2012
2,011
n/a
n/a
51,771
6,221
9,945
2,750,217

2013
2,031
n/a
n/a
55,487
5,137
9,153
3,250,664

2020
2,015
n/a
n/a
65,207
7,211
13,257
3,043,607

Percent Change
2000 2013 2013
2030
9.96
15.01
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
9.32
32.9
-24.69
65.77
-14.05
62.66
57.27
2.69

2030
2,336
n/a
n/a
73,768
8,516
14,889
3,338,269

1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.

Sources: 2000 and 2010; Nevada County Certified Population Estimates July 1, 2000 to July 1, 2012 Includes Cities and Towns;
Nevada State Demographer's Office, March 1, 2012; 2013, 2020 and 2030: Nevada County Population Projections 2013 to 2032 Based
On The Last Estimate Year of 2012, Nevada State Demographer, October1, 2013.
Table 5. Age Distribution for Eureka County and Comparisons to Elko, Lander and White Pine Counties1; 2013-2030
2013

To 4 Years of Age
5 to 19 Years of Age
20 to 64 Years of Age
65 Years of Age and Over

2020

Eureka
26
438
1,186

Elko
860
9,377
33,698

Lander
101
1,161
3,703

White
Pine
115
1,453
6,390

253

5,209

890

1,568

Eureka
25
434
1,175

Elko
799
10,368
34,576

250

6,908

2030
Lander
75
964
3,356

White
Pine
128
1,333
6,006

Eureka
148
549
1,348

Elko
762
9,534
32,113

Lander
72
868
2,599

White
Pine
104
1,553
5,180

1,088

1,774

291

9,603

1,278

1,817

1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.

Source: Nevada County Age, Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin Estimates and Projections 2000 to 2032 Estimates from 2000 to 2012
and Projections from 2013 to 2032, The Nevada State Demographer’s Office, October 1, 2013
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wherein the percentage of females is anticipated to increase relative to that of males
through the year 2030.
As shown in Table 7, the population of Eureka County is primarily white, not of Hispanic
origin. Minorities represented just 12.3 percent of the Eureka County population in 2013
and are forecast to remain at that level through 2030. Should a downturn in agriculture
and related employment occur, the percentage of Hispanic persons comprising the Eureka
County population would be expected to decline.
The importance of mining as a source of employment and as a driver of the Eureka
County economy is revealed in Table 8 Given that the labor force in Eureka County is
just under 1,000 persons, it is clear that approximately 3,500 mining related employment
opportunities in Eureka County are being filled by persons who do not reside in Eureka
County. These non-resident employees are likely spending their incomes outside of
Eureka County representing a significant source of economic leakage. Working with mine
employers in Eureka County to incentivize a greater share of mine employees to reside in
Eureka County would result in important economic benefits to the County.
Employment by government represents the second highest employment sector in Eureka
County (see Table 8). Most government employment opportunities in the County are
local government for the County and the School District and most persons employed by
government are residents of the County. At an employment level of 250 persons,
government in Eureka County employees nearly 23 percent of the County labor force.
This compares to 12 percent in Elko County; nearly 12 percent in Lander County and just
over 25 percent in White Pine County. It is important to note that Elko, Lander and White
Pine counties have BLM District and/or U.S. Forest Service Ranger offices each
employing dozens or more staff and Elko and White Pine counties host significant state
educational and penal facilities so local government employment is likely less than that
reported above as a percentage of the resident labor force in each of these areas. While
Eureka County has enjoyed healthy tax revenues owing to a strong mining industry in
recent years with which to fund government payrolls, the volatility of the industry
coupled with possible legislative changes to mining tax law bring into question whether
the current level of local government employment in Eureka County is sustainable.
High wages shown in Table 9 for the mining industry coupled with high levels of mining
related employment (see Table 8) validate the significance of mining to the Eureka
County economy and that of its regional neighbors. At the other end of the spectrum are
wages for Arts and Entertainment and Accomodations and Food Services, both
employment sectors typically associated with and dependent upon tourism. The data in
Tables 8 and 9 suggest that tourism in Eureka County represents a relatively small
component of the local economy and is not likely a significant contributor to efforts to
expand and diversify the economy. Alternatively, efforts to expand and diversify the
Eureka County economy through investments and employment in utilities, construction,
manufacturing and information services would add appreciably to the local economy.
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Table 6. Distribution by Sex for Eureka County and Comparisons to Elko, Lander and White Pine Counties1; 2013 - 2030
2030
2013
2020
White
White
White
Elko Eureka Lander
Pine
Elko Eureka Lander
Pine
Elko Eureka Lander
Pine
Sex
Males
27,035
1,050 3,189 5,580 28,733
1,041 2,947 5,430 27,870
1,207 2,536 4,990
Females
25,744
981 3,107 4,508 27,964
974 2,954 4,449 27,916
1,129 2,645 4,172
1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.
Source: Nevada County Age, Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin Estimates and Projections 2000 to 2032 Estimates from 2000 to 2012
and Projections from 2013 to 2032, The Nevada State Demographer’s Office, October 1, 2013
Table 7. Race and Hispanic Origin: Eureka County with Comparisons to Elko, Eureka, Lander and White Pine Counties 1;
2013 - 2030
2030
2013
2020
White
White
White
Elko Lander
Pine Eureka
Elko Lander
Pine Eureka
Elko Lander
Pine
Eureka
White Not of Hispanic
Origin
1,780 37,361 4,577 7,975
1,766 39,214 4,065 7,719
2,047 38,124 3,212 7,006
Black Not of Hispanic
Origin
385
64
416
405
75
431
412
75
450
7
7
9
American Indian, Eskimo, or
Aluet Not of Hispanic Origin
299
461
288
474
276
476
31 2,582
31 2,654
36 2,634
Asian or Pacific Islander Not
of Hispanic Origin
494
97
151
525
103
173
491
108
202
18
18
20
Hispanic Origin of Any Race
194 11,957 1,259 1,085
193 13,900 1,370 1,083
223 14,125 1,510 1,028
1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.
Source: Nevada County Age, Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin Estimates and Projections 2000 to 2032 Estimates from 2000 to 2012
and Projections from 2013 to 2032, The Nevada State Demographer’s Office, October 1, 2013
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Table 8. Employment by Industry for Eureka County with Comparisons to Elko,
Lander and White Pine Counties1; 2013
Employment
NAICS Industry
Eureka Elko Lander White
Pine
Code2
11
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting
689
130
185
95
21
Mining, Quarrying and Oil and Gas Extraction
4,632 3,944 2,085 1,333
22
Utilities
119
7
47
77
23
Construction
168
262
72 1,913
31
Manufacturing
302
37
32
4
42
Wholesale Trade
91
66
16 1,226
44
Retail Trade
336
429
40 2,665
48
Transportation and Warehousing
756
207
84
52
51
Information
191
8
25
3
52
Finance and Insurance
462
81
158
1
53
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing
790
78
315
28
54
Professional, Scientific and Technical Services
767
75
103
37
55
Management of Companies and Enterprises
396
0
29
1
Admin. and Support, Waste Mgt. and
56
Remediation Services
697
84
121
12
61
Educational Services (Private)
120
4
8
4
62
Health Care and Social Assistance
48
203
15 1,666
71
Arts. Entertainment and Recreation
530
89
31
7
72
Accommodation and Food Services
201
544
95 5,346
81
Other Services (expect Public Administration
106
137
46 1,047
90
Government
3,728
573
1,408
250
99
Unclassified Industry
11
1
0
1
Total Jobs
5,487 27,364 4,410 5,521
1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine
counties.
2/ The North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) is the standard used by Federal statistical
agencies in classifying business establishments for the purpose of collecting, analyzing, and publishing
statistical data related to the U.S. business economy. Descriptions of each NAICS can be found at
http://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/

Source: All data are from Detailed Overview Reports developed by Economic Modeling
Specialists International and located on the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic
Development website: http://www.diversifynevada.com/data-library
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Table 9. Average Earnings by Industry for Eureka County with Comparisons to
Elko, Lander and White Pine Counties1; 2013
Average Earnings ($)
White
Industry
Elko
Lander
Pine
Eureka
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting
20,214
24,137 19,108 17,491
Mining, Quarrying and Oil and Gas Extraction 103,056 91,953 98,941
86,133
Utilities
95,286
150,717 115,082 123,650
Construction
61,026
89,852 64,473 58,567
Manufacturing
36,184
87,266 56,969 66,623
Wholesale Trade
46,687
30,140 88,077 56,914
Retail Trade
24,566
18,403 31,015 20,200
Transportation and Warehousing
51,055
35,449 56,911 71,458
Information
39,572
67,594 43,756 151,366
Finance and Insurance
27,753
61,763 40,848 25,280
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing
8,491
13,337 26,618 12,080
Professional, Scientific and Technical Services
36,987
16,187 50,751 23,668
Management of Companies and Enterprises
n/a 144,684
6,091 171,885
Admin. and Support, Waste Mgt. and
Remediation Services
23,041
15,415 31,223 12,052
Educational Services (Private)
1.378
19,065
26,229 14,742
Health Care and Social Assistance
31,141
45,275 49,339 26,357
Arts. Entertainment and Recreation
23,660
16,529
20,963
9,972
Accommodation and Food Services
29,899
14,832 27,029 18,529
Other Services (expect Public Administration
24,682
20,205 37,856 42,636
Government
59,521
59,584
67,350
54,011
Unclassified Industry
n/a
15,919 44,736 300,245
1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine
counties.

Source: All data are from Detailed Overview Reports developed by Economic Modeling
Specialists International and located on the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic
Development website: http://www.diversifynevada.com/data-library
As shown in Table 10, virtually all unemployed persons in Eureka County during August
of 2013 were associated with the mining industry. The low to no unemployment rates
identified for other economic sectors in the County are a reflection of the few number of
jobs available outside of mining and the fact that if one desires to be employed but does
not care to work in the mining industry, other employment opportunities are few and said
persons likely migrate from the County to seek employment. In other words, except for
those formerly employed in mining, unemployed persons do not stick around Eureka
County waiting for the next new employment opportunity to materialize.

Table 10. Unemployed by Industry for Eureka County with Comparisons to Elko,
Lander and White Pine Counties1
23

Industry
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting
Mining, Quarrying and Oil and Gas Extraction
Utilities
Construction
Manufacturing
Wholesale Trade
Retail Trade
Transportation and Warehousing
Information
Finance and Insurance
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing
Professional, Scientific and Technical Services
Management of Companies and Enterprises
Admin. and Support, Waste Mgt. and
Remediation Services
Educational Services (Private)
Health Care and Social Assistance
Arts. Entertainment and Recreation
Accommodation and Food Services
Other Services (expect Public Administration
Government
No Previous Work Experience/Unspecified
Total Unemployment

Eureka
0
70
1
1
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0

Unemployed (8/2013)
Elko Lander White Pine
5
1
2
242
131
99
8
0
3
194
10
30
16
1
2
36
2
2
178
18
32
42
12
6
7
0
1
15
1
4
16
0
3
31
1
3
4
0
0

58
0
6
0
65
0
35
0
388
0
5
0
144
0
237
0
74 1,780

2
0
1
5
8
3
19
28
245

8
0
9
2
46
7
69
52
379

1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine
counties.

Source: All data are from Detailed Overview Reports developed by Economic Modeling
Specialists International and located on the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic
Development website: http://www.diversifynevada.com/data-library
Mining is clearly the major employment sector in Eureka County and as shown in Table
11 Newmont Mining Corporation is the single largest employer in the County followed
by Barrick. Table 11 also reveals the importance of government employment in Eureka
County. After mining and government employment, Table 11 suggests that most
employers in Eureka County employ less than 100 persons with 5 of the top 12 employers
in the County employing fewer than 20 persons. As is true throughout Nevada and the
United States as a whole, employment by small business is a key component of the
Eureka County economy. Said small businesses also provide key products and services to
area residents and other major employers. The number and diversity of small businesses
also lend a measure of resiliency to economic variability. Table 12 compares Gross
Regional Product among Eureka, Elko, Lander and White Pine counties.
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Table 11. Major Employers in Eureka County; 2nd Quarter 2013
Company
Sector
Number of Employees
Location
Newmont Mining Corporation
Mining
2,000-2,499 Carlin Trend Area
Barrick Goldstrike Mines, Inc.
Mining
1,500-1,999 Carlin Trend Area
Ruby Hill Mine
Mining
100-199 Eureka
Eureka County
Government
100-199 County-wide
Timberline Drilling
Support Activities for Metal Mining
80-89 Carlin Trend Area
TS Power Plant
Electric Power Generation
60-69 Boulder Valley
Eureka School District
Government
50-59 Eureka/Crescent Valley
Southwest Energy LLC
Support Activities for Metal Mining
20-29 n/a
Kemper Construction
Support Activities for Metal Mining
10-19 Crescent Valley
Cementation USA, Inc.
Support Activities for Metal Mining
10-19 Crescent Valley
Beowawe Power LLC
Electric Power Generation
10-19 Beowawe
Raines Market
Supermarkets and Other Grocery Stores
10-19 Eureka
Source: Nevada Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation,
http://www.nevadaworkforce.com/cgi/dataanalysis/AreaSelection.asp?tableName=Stfirms&geogArea=3204000011
Table 12. Components of Gross Regional Product for Eureka County with Comparisons to Elko, Lander and White Pine
Counties1; 2012
Components ($)
Total ($)
Gross Regional
2 Product Per Capita ($)
County
Earnings
Property Income Taxes on Production Gross Regional Product
Eureka
493,621,241
809,382,042
106,859,735
1,409,863,018
701,075
Elko
1,410,358,187
1,106,024,952
240,529,054
2,756,912,173
53,252
Lander
283,703,804
382,800,082
50,139,028
716,642,923
115,197
White Pine
290,074,867
346,354,871
46,462,942
682,892,680
68,666
1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.
2/ Gross Regional Product is defined as the market value of all final goods and services produced within an area in a given period of time.

Source: All data are from Detailed Overview Reports developed by Economic Modeling Specialists International and located on the
Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development website: http://www.diversifynevada.com/data-library
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Gross Regional Product (GRP) is the market value of all final goods and services produced by all
firms in an economy in a given period of time. GRP is one of several measures of the size of an
areas’ economy. Table 12 depicts the components of GRP in Eureka County and select
neighboring counties for 2012. Table 12 reflects the importance of gold produced in Eureka
County. Among its peer counties, Eureka County has a very high Gross Regional Product per
capita, owing largely relatively to its relatively small population base and relatively high value of
mining products.
As shown in Table 13, mining, quarrying and oil and gas extraction is the most significant
industry group contributor to the GRP of Eureka County and its peer counties of Elko, Lander
Table 13. Gross Regional Product by Industry for Eureka County with Comparisons to
Elko, Lander and White Pine Counties1; 2012
Gross Regional Product $ (000’s)
Elko
Lander White Pine
Industry
Eureka
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting
26,968
4,432
7,095
2,423
Mining, Quarrying and Oil and Gas Extraction 1,302,416
870,704 557,067
378,021
Utilities
64,793
3,287
18,207
53,887
Construction
130,538
8,422
17,423
7,448
Manufacturing
23,881
2,329
2,221
671
Wholesale Trade
183,898
9,631
6,413
885
Retail Trade
143,463 11,912
18,674
1,315
Transportation and Warehousing
64,446 22,476
6,477
3,055
Information
24,199
3,115
2,683
708
Finance and Insurance
44,418
4,009
10,521
279
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing
92,187
4,208
12,407
1,912
Professional, Scientific and Technical Services
55,547
2,411
5,420
853
Management of Companies and Enterprises
78,381
0
4,635
11
Admin. and Support, Waste Mgt. and
Remediation Services
33,587
2,104
4,312
204
Educational Services (Private)
2,653
7
257
189
Health Care and Social Assistance
85,944
1,493
6,090
698
Arts. Entertainment and Recreation
27,762
3,439
1,473
82
Accommodation and Food Services
306,301
6,791
23,497
2,598
Other Services (expect Public Administration
47,530
5,590
4,302
984
Government
262,649 38,905
115,227
20,071
Other Non-Industries
187,060 25,016
37,539
9,173
Total Gross Regional Product (GRP)2
682,893
1,409,863 2,756,912 716,643
1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.
2/ Totals may not add due to rounding.

Source: All data are from Detailed Overview Reports developed by Economic Modeling
Specialists International and located on the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic
Development website: http://www.diversifynevada.com/data-library
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and White Pine. The role of Elko County as a trade center in the region is depicted by high GRP
contributions by the Wholesale and Retail Trade; Professional, Scientific and Technical Services;
and Accommodation and Food Services industry groups.
Table 14 shows exports by industry group for Eureka County and its peer counties. Comparing
Tables 13 (Gross Regional Product) and Table 14 (Exports by Industry), the primary reasons that
Exports are able to exceed Gross Regional Product are 1) because many goods are imported into
Table 14. Exports by Industry for Eureka County with Comparisons to Elko, Lander and
White Pine Counties1; 2012
Exports $ (000’s)
Elko
Lander White Pine
Industry
Eureka
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting
69,827
11,212
17,454
7,436
Mining, Quarrying and Oil and Gas Extraction 1,768,884 2,356,989
769,592
527,990
Utilities
55,198
2,289
13,900
34,341
Construction
199,287
11,599
25,606
10,933
Manufacturing
56,349
6,493
6,937
1,249
Wholesale Trade
234,418
12,003
7,676
1,054
Retail Trade
151,134
11,368
15,942
739
Transportation and Warehousing
84,680
41,595
9,009
3,988
Information
30,700
3,382
2,919
740
Finance and Insurance
49,196
3,571
8.384
62
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing
66,535
2,528
7,088
538
Professional, Scientific and Technical Services
39,405
1,611
3,689
271
Management of Companies and Enterprises
106,963
0
6,378
3
Admin. and Support, Waste Mgt. and
Remediation Services
33,277
1,905
3,897
46
Educational Services (Private)
2,160
.3
183
189
Health Care and Social Assistance
77,628
769
4,455
269
Arts. Entertainment and Recreation
31,095
3,813
1,616
54
Accommodation and Food Services
493,409
7,107
33,414
2,774
Other Services (expect Public Administration
56,555
6,723
3,912
914
Government
701,150
104,205
534,978
82,299
Total Exports2
1,916,786 4,905954 1,003,316 1,235,429
85
90
88
Exports as Percent of Supply
93
1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.
2/ Totals may not add due to rounding.

Source: All data are from Detailed Overview Reports developed by Economic Modeling
Specialists International and located on the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic
Development website: http://www.diversifynevada.com/data-library
Eureka County and are subtracted from total resident production in the County and 2) much of
the exported production from Eureka County (largely gold) is produced not by Eureka County
residents but by residents from Elko County.
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As shown in Table 15, eighty-seven percent of products and services used in Eureka County
during 2012 were imported into the County. Manufactured products represented the single
largest import industry group importing into Eureka County. These are believed to be largely
manufactured goods utilized by the mining industry. Manufacturing was the largest import
industry group for Elko, Lander and White Pine counties as well. After manufacturing,
Professional, Scientific and Technical Services also represented a significant source of imports
into Eureka County and its peer counties. These services are generally believed to be required by
Table 15. Imports by Industry for Eureka County with Comparisons to Elko, Lander and
White Pine Counties1; 2012
Imports $ (000’s)
Elko
Lander White Pine
Industry
Eureka
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting
27,900
3,353
5,291
913
Mining, Quarrying and Oil and Gas Extraction
150,019 38,694
28,230
76,300
Utilities
110,531
37,355
27,245
63,257
Construction
118,096 18,564
33,237
30,297
Manufacturing
149,507
279,135 1,012,015 165,703
Wholesale Trade
199,717
30,137
35,312
42,552
Retail Trade
186,226 21,287
33,329
10,231
Transportation and Warehousing
121,247 30,080
20,969
43,469
Information
174,402
19,803
38,528
19,713
Finance and Insurance
333,809 38,126
49,411
34,198
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing
261,964 28,331
35,546
34,685
Professional, Scientific and Technical Services
543,677 48,414
95,462
80,384
Management of Companies and Enterprises
130,163 29,472
18,160
63,487
Admin. and Support, Waste Mgt. and
Remediation Services
119,642 11,847
15,162
13,092
Educational Services (Private)
49,477
5,316
9,590
1,866
Health Care and Social Assistance
257,166 34,504
56,255
10,797
Arts. Entertainment and Recreation
35,456
3,348
5,984
1,695
Accommodation and Food Services
96,182
9,267
17,078
3,333
Other Services (expect Public Administration
78,219
7,808
12,434
4,274
Government
872,730 129,768
315,884
150,713
Total Imports2
964,410 4,878,637 711,177 1,001,615
85
87
86
Imports as Percent of Demand
87
837,918 106,489
160,616
Locally Produced and Consumed
141,460
Locally Produced and Consumed as Percent
15
13
14
of Demand
13
1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.
2/ Totals may not add due to rounding.

Source: All data are from Detailed Overview Reports developed by Economic Modeling
Specialists International and located on the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic
Development website: http://www.diversifynevada.com/data-library
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the mining industry. Total imports among all industry groups into Eureka County during 2012
totaled over $964 million. Beyond manufacturing, significant opportunities for local business and
industry development aimed at capturing current imports into Eureka County include
manufacturing; professional, scientific and technical services; utilities (principally distributed
generation to meet local energy demands); and transportation and warehousing.
Table 16 shows key growing/declining occupations for Eureka County with comparisons to Elko,
Lander and White Pine counties between 2003 and 2013. During this period, employment in
mining related occupations grew in Eureka County while employment in retail trade and
agricultural related occupations declined.
Table 16. Key Growing/Declining Occupations for Eureka County with Comparisons to
Elko, Lander and White Pine Counties1; 2003-2013
Change in Jobs
Occupation
Eureka Elko Lander White Pine
Continuous Mining Machine Operators
209
139
233
Mobile Heavy Equipment Mechanics, Except
Engine
132
100
123 222
Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers
162
91 252
First-Line Supervisors of Retail Sales Workers
-9
Operating Engineers and Other Construction
Equipment Operators
-9
Farmers, Ranchers and Other Agricultural
Managers
-40
-31
-12
Helpers-Extraction Workers
266
Gaming Cage Workers
-39
Gaming Dealers
-69
Maids and Housekeeping Cleaners
-108
Correctional Officers and Jailers
-8
Door-to-Door Sales Workers, News and Street
Vendors and Related Workers
-8
Real Estate Sales Agents
126
Teacher Assistants
-17
Elementary School Teachers, Except Special
Education
-25
1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.

Source: All data are from Detailed Overview Reports developed by Economic Modeling
Specialists International and located on the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic
Development website: http://www.diversifynevada.com/data-library
Alternatively, Table 17 depicts growing and declining industries in Eureka, Elko, Lander and
White Pine counties during the period 2003 through 2013. Again, mining related industry is
shown in Table 17 to have experienced employment growth while local government and animal
production related agricultural production have seen employment declines.
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Table 17. Key Growing/Declining Industries for Eureka County with Comparisons to Elko,
Lander and White Pine Counties1; 2003-2013
Change in Jobs
Industry
Eureka Elko Lander White Pine
Gold Ore Mining
878 1,381
429
1,180
Support Activities for Metal Mining
138 1,040
State government, Excluding Education and
-212
-39
-34
79
Hospitals
Support Activities for Nonmetallic Minerals
-13
Local Government, Excluding Education and
-43
Hospitals
Animal Production
-44
-48
Corporate Subsidiary and Regional Managing
380
Offices
Professional Employer Organizations
-192
Casino Hotels
-1,001
Specialized Freight (except Used Goods)
143
Trucking, Local
Industrial Building Construction
62
All Other Nonmetallic Mineral Mining
-26
General Freight Trucking, Local
-28
Copper Ore and Nickel Ore Mining
566
Other Activities Related to Real Estate
182
Elementary and Secondary Schools (Local
-167
Government)
1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.

Source: All data are from Detailed Overview Reports developed by Economic Modeling
Specialists International and located on the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic
Development website: http://www.diversifynevada.com/data-library
Representatives of firms seeking to identify locations for expansion or relocation and families
evaluating alternative locations to which to relocate often consider a variety of factors including
among others, educational attainment of residents and high school graduation rates. Table 18
shows educational attainment during 2013 for Eureka County residents with a comparison to
Elko, Lander and White Pine counties. As shown in Table 18, Eureka County has the highest
percentage of residents with a four-year or higher college degree (17.2 percent) among its peer
counties. When an associates degree is considered, Eureka County has the highest percentage
among its peer counties of residents with an associates degree or higher (24.9 percent).
Table 19 depicts high school graduation rates for Eureka, Elko, Lander and White Pine counties
during the 2012 and 2013 school years. The table shows that Eureka County schools achieved
the highest graduation rate during 2012 (88.2 percent) and had the third highest graduation rate
among its peer counties during 2013 (78.26 percent).
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Table 18. Educational Attainment for Persons 25 Years of Age and Older for Eureka
County with Comparisons to Elko, Lander and White Pine Counties1; 2013

Education Level
Less Than 9th Grade
9th Grade to 12th Grade
High School Diploma
Some College
Associate’s Degree
Bachelor’s Degree
Graduate Degree and Higher

Percent of Persons 25 Years of Age and Older
Elko
Lander
White Pine
Eureka
5.8
9.4
6.5
3.2
12.5
14.9
13.3
11.2
32.3
29.7
34.3
36.3
25.6
26.5
23.1
24.5
9.1
6.2
7.1
7.7
9.3
9.9
11.0
13.7
5.4
3.4
4.7
3.5

1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.

Source: All data are from Detailed Overview Reports developed by Economic Modeling
Specialists International and located on the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic
Development website: http://www.diversifynevada.com/data-library
Table 19. High School Graduation Rates for Eureka County with Comparisons to Elko,
Lander and White Pine Counties1; FY 2012 and FY 2013
Graduation Rates
Elko
Lander
White Pine
Eureka
2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013
Number of Graduating High
School Students
937
936
147
120
95
91
31
33
Graduation Rate
88.2 78.26 74.61 72.03 69.75 80.85 87.37 83.52
1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.

Source: All data are from Nevada Department of Education, Nevada School Performance
Framework, http://nspf.doe.nv.gov/School/Overview/06/06601.3
As shown in Table 20, the number of major mining operations in Eureka County as reported by
the Nevada Division of Minerals has held steady at 3 while the production of gold has trended
downward during the period 2008 through 2011, increasing again in 2012.
Table 20. Major Mines and Mineral Production for Eureka County; 2008-2012
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
3
3
3
3
3
Number of Operations
2,704,022 2,178,305 1,899,864 1,766,596 1,841,908
Gold Production, oz.
309,712
385,227
211,637
214,264
327,157
Silver Production, oz.
Source: Bureau of Mines and Geology, Annual Major Mines of Nevada Reports for 2008
through 2012, College of Engineering, University of Nevada, Reno in association with
Nevada Division of Minerals.
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Table 21 depicts trends in Eureka County hay production, acres harvested, yield per acre and
inventory of cattle and calves during the period of 2003 through 2012. As shown in the table, the
acres of hay harvested had trended downward through the year 2012 to a low of 18,000 acres,
averaging 23,800 acres over the 10-year period. Tons of hay produced in Eureka County peaked
in 2007 at 143,000 tons before declining during the next 5 years to an estimated 69,000 tons of
hay produced during 2012. Yields per acre during this period have ranged from an estimated 3.6
tons to a high of 4.9 tons. The number of cattle and calves has generally trended upward since
2003 peaking in 2011 at an estimated 26,000 then falling again in 2012 to 25,500.
Total taxable sales for Eureka County with comparisons to Elko, Lander and White Pine counties
for Fiscal Year 2013 are shown in Table 22. As shown in Table 23, Eureka County economic
activity has generated larger levels of taxable sales than Lander or White Pine counties, both
having larger populations than Eureka County. This higher level of taxable sales can be attributed
to the value of mining equipment being delivered to Eureka County for use by area mines. It is
imperative that Eureka County continue to work closely with area mining concerns to maximize
the delivery of taxable goods being used in area mines to Eureka County. The role of Elko
County as a regional trade center and the significantly larger size of the areas’ population is
reflected in the level of taxable sales in Elko County.
Table 23 depicts motor vehicle and aviation fuel prices in Eureka County with comparisons to
Elko, Lander and White Pine Counties. As shown in Table 23, motor vehicle fuel prices are
higher in Eureka County than its peer counties. Higher fuel prices can pose both an increased
cost to area residents and businesses but also a deterrent to travelers on Highway 50 from
stopping in Eureka for fuel and other traveler services such as food and souvenirs. Table 23 also
shows that aviation fuel prices at the Eureka County Airport are higher than at airports in Elko,
Lander and White Pine counties. These higher prices pose a disincentive for recreational pilots to
look at the Eureka County airport as a destination and fueling option. Aircraft dependent
businesses might also look at said higher aviation fuel prices as a disincentive for expansion or
relocation of their business to the Eureka County Airport.
Table 24 shows the number and cost of lodging and RV sites in Eureka County with comparisons
to Elko, Lander and White Pine Counties. Eureka County is estimated to have 100 hotel, motel
and bed and breakfast rooms, all of which are located in Eureka. No overnight accommodations
are known to exist in Crescent Valley. In addition, an estimated 40 RV sites are located in Eureka
County, again primarily in Eureka. As shown in Table 25, prices for lodging in Eureka County
range from a low of $27 to a high of $99 per night and are consistent with rates charged in peer
counties. Mining activity can significantly impact upon the vacancy rate in Eureka lodging
establishments, often leaving little capacity for tourists to Eureka. The limited availability of
lodging also serves as a constraint to the number of overnight visitors which can be attracted to
attend special events held in Eureka.
Eureka County has the lowest combined property tax rate among its peer counties of Elko,
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Table 21. Eureka County Hay Production, Acres Harvested, Yield per Acre and Inventory of Cattle; 2003-2012
2003
26,000
93,000
3.6
18,000

Acres Harvested
Tons Produced
Tons/Acre
Cattle and Calves

2004
22,000
99,000
4.5
19,000

2005
25,000
111,000
4.4
18,000

2006
26,000
115,000
4.4
16,000

Production Year
2007
2008
2009
35,000
31,000 19,000
143,000 123,000 93,000
4.1
3.97
4.9
25,000
25,000 25,000

2010
18,000
73,000
4.05
25,000

2011
18,000
77,000
4.3
26,000

2012
18,000
69,000
3.85
25,500

Avg.
23,800
99,600
4.21
22,250

Source: USDA, NASS
Table 22. Total Taxable Sales for Eureka County with Comparisons to Elko,
Lander and White Pine Counties1; Fiscal Year 2013
County
Eureka
Elko
Lander
White Pine

Taxable Sales
($)
133,260,965
500,561,860
108,428,057
87,072,540

Percent Change from FY
2012
-11
5.3
-20.3
-30.2

1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.

Source: http://www.nevadaworkforce.com/article.asp?PAGEID=&SUBID=&ARTICLEID=2749&SEGMENTID=3
Table 23. Motor Vehicle and Aviation Fuel Prices in Eureka County
with Comparisons to Elko, Lander and White Pine Counties1
Community

Battle
Mountain
Carlin
Elko
Ely
Eureka

Fuel Prices Per Gallon;
1/4/14
Reg Mid Prem Diesel
3.19 n/a
n/a
3.99
3.35
3.35
3.39
3.53

3.45
3.48
3.49
3.68

3.55
3.58
3.65
3.78

3.93
3.81
4.04
4.09

Aviation
Fuel
100L Jet A
5.95

5.45

n/a
5.99
6.15
6.25

n/a
5.74
5.66
6.25

1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.

Source: Motor Vehicle Fuels: http://www.nevadagasprices.com/GasPriceSearch.aspx?fuel=D&qsrch=Eureka,Nevada
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(similar searches for other communities listed on table); Aviation Fuel (Full Service): http://www.airnav.com
Table 24. Number and Cost of Lodging and RV Sites in Eureka County with Comparisons to Elko,
Lander and White Pine Counties1
Elko2 Lander3
White
Eureka
Pine4
Approximate Number of Motels/Hotels/B&B
35
5
23
6
Approximate Number of Motel/Hotel/B&B
Rooms
700
150
400
110
Range of Motel/Hotel Nightly Rates (1/15/14)
$69-99
$27-99 $41-140 $59-$79
Approximate Number of RV Parks
15
5
10
4
Approximate Number of RV Sites
500
160
290
40
1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.
2/ Combined for City of Carlin and City of Elko areas.
3/ Combined for Austin and Battle Mountain areas.
4/ For Ely area.

Source: Number of Motels/Hotels/B&B/RV Parks for Battle Mountain, Carlin, and Elko from Cowboy Country
Territory website: http://www.cowboycountry.org/ and for Austin, Ely and Eureka from Pony Express Territory
website: http://ponyexpressnevada.com/ Elko/Carlin room rates; http://shop.travelocity.com/Hotelsearch#startDate=01/15/2014&adults=1&endDate=01/16/2014&destination=Carlin,NV,United%20States
Table 25. Property and Sales Tax Rates for Eureka and Comparisons to Elko, Lander and White Pine Counties1; 2009-2013
2011

Combined Property Tax
Rate ($)2
Sales Tax Rate (%)

2013

2012

Eureka

Elko

Lander

White
Pine

2.1521
6.85

3.6567
6.85

3.66
7.10

3.66
7.475

Eureka

Elko

1.9896
6.85

3.6567
6.85

Lander

White
Pine

Eureka

Elko

Lander

White
Pine

3.66
7.10

3.66
7.475

1.9896
6.85

3.446
6.85

3.55
7.10

3.66
7.725

1/ The Great Basin Regional Development Authority region encompasses Eureka, Lander and White Pine counties.
2/ Represents the highest combined rate within each county.

Source: Property Tax rates: Nevada Department of Taxation, Annual Report, 2011, 2012 and 2013 issues; Sales Tax: Nevada
Department of Taxation, http://tax.nv.gov/Publications/Sales_and_Use_Tax_Publications/
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Lander and White Pine counties (see Table 25). The significant degree of tax revenue which is
accrued from the mining industry enables Eureka County to maintain its property tax rates at a
low level. The relatively low property tax rate in Eureka County can serve as an important
incentive to industry considering expansion or relocation. The TS Power Plant in northern
Eureka County was reportedly located in Eureka County in large part due to the low property tax
rate in the County.9 Alternatively, should mining related tax revenues decline significantly, the
Board of Eureka County Commissioners may find it difficult to raise property taxes to a level
sufficient to provide needed County services in a timely manner.
The sales tax rate in Eureka County is competitive with its peer counties and can also serve as an
incentive for industries considering expansion or relocation to the County (see Table 25). Mining
again is a significant source of sales tax revenue in the County and related county tax revenues
can be volatile and characterized by uncertainty.

Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats Analysis
As a component of developing this CEDS, the ECEDP undertook the completion of an analysis
of the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT) to economic development in
various subregions of Eureka County. Areas identified by the ECEDP for inclusion in the SWOT
analysis included the communities of Beowawe, Crescent Valley and Eureka and the Carlin
Trend/Boulder Valley, Diamond Valley, Dunphy and Pine Valley areas. The initial draft SWOT
analyses were provided to ECEDP Directors, Eureka County elected officials and staff and
representatives of key mining companies operating in the County for review and comment. The
SWOT analyses were also presented and made available for discussion during various ECEDP
meetings. Community meetings to discuss the SWOT analyses were also held in Crescent Valley
and Eureka. In addition to the area specific SWOT analyses described above, an analysis of
SWOT applicable Eureka county-wide is also provided.
Beowawe - The small community of Beowawe is strategically located along Nevada State Route
306 at its junction with the Union Pacific mainline. The community of Beowawe is proximate to
the Beowawe geothermal power plant, the Newmont Jayhawk Rail Terminal at Dunphy and the
TS Power Plant. In addition, an oil related rail terminal and siding is located just east of the
community. Beowawe is also 14 miles north of the community of Crescent Valley and
approximately 20 miles north of Barrick’s Cortez Gold mines. Private land is available in the
Beowawe area for development. The Humboldt River passes adjacent to the community (see
Table 26).
As shown in Table 26, a lack of water and sewer infrastructure coupled with a lack of housing
combine to constrain the ability of the Beowawe to effectively capture investments in housing,
business and industry. Table 26 indicates that in addition to many other opportunities, the
Beowawe area is poised to benefit from regional expansion of the oil and gas industry. Public
opposition to fracking and reductions in renewable energy portfolio standards are threats to expansion of
the oil and gas and geothermal energy industrial sectors in the Beowawe area.
9

Personal communication with Jeff White of Newmont Gold Corporation, XXXX, 2014.
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Table 26. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Beowawe and Surrounding Area
Strengths
rail siding
existing rail served oil storage terminal (Fleischli Oil Co.)
land available for industrial development
land available for commercial development
land available for residential development
agricultural land (TS Horseshoe Ranch)
surface and groundwater resources
geothermal resources (existing TGP Power Plant)
all-weather State highway
proximity to existing mining operations
existing mining support industry (RAM)
medical clinic nearby (Crescent Valley)
































o
o
o




o
o

o

Opportunities
regional expansion of oil and gas industry
exploration support industry
production support industry
expanded oil and gas rail terminal
rail/truck intermodal facility
aquaculture, indoor agriculture
expanded geothermal energy production
expanded mining production
Cortez underground (Lander Co.)
Cortez Horse Canyon (Eureka Co.)
expanded mining support industry
light vehicle maintenance
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Weaknesses
lack of labor force
lack of water and sewer systems
lack of housing
lack of developed industrial sites
lack of developed commercial sites
lack of developed residential sites
lack of secondary education facilities
lack of land use controls
community aesthetics (abandoned cars; dilapidated
buildings)
dis-location from urban amenities (grocery, hospital, arts
and entertainment, higher education, etc.)
lack of private capital
lack of public capital
low quality/high cost cell phone and internet service
capabilities
limitations of and competition for water resources
lack of electrical transmission/substation infrastructure
labor availability and cost, competition with mine
Threats
landowner complacency with status quo
competitive rail-based industrial site development in region
Horseshoe Ranch land and/or water resources potentially
may be used by Newmont for mitigation of mining impacts

Table 26. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Beowawe and Surrounding Area
o
o







janitorial
welding
agricultural diversification (low water-use crops)
in cooperation with Barrick, establishment of rail-served industrial
park to serve Crescent Valley mines
agri-tourism, dude ranching
biofuels processing plant close to rail siding
siding development in Beowawe area for waste collection site
brought in by rail – work w/BLM for land trade; recycle waste
products
Development of geothermal-based facilities for tourism, recreation
and indoor agriculture and aquaculture
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Crescent Valley - Table 27 depicts the SWOT analysis for the community of Crescent Valley
and surrounding area. The community is located along Nevada State Route 306 south of
Beowawe and Interstate 80. Community strengths include a variety of community facilities
including a fairly new and high quality elementary school; a community center; a community
water system and a rodeo arena and special events center. The community is proximate to the
Barrick Gold Corporation’s Cortez gold mine employing several hundred persons. As indicated
in Table 27, land in and around the community of Crescent Valley is relatively inexpensive with
potential for residential, commercial and industrial development.
The community of Crescent Valley is not served by a sewer system and individual septic systems
are in use. The lack of a sewer system may serve as a constraint to commercial and industrial
land uses generating significant quantities of waste water. Much of the housing is Crescent
Valley is substandard and in need of repair. The public school in the community only goes to the
6th grade. Children in the 7th through 12th grade must attend school outside of Crescent Valley
and most attend middle and high school in Battle Mountain which is over 1 hour distant. The
lack of local middle and high school capacity is a detractor to families with children in these
grades to live in the area. The community of Crescent Valley suffers from aesthetic blight owing
to the number of abandoned and dilapidated housing units, old cars and scrap materials which are
found throughout the Community. A lack of land use controls inhibits investment in real
property improvements as such are at risk of devaluation from uncontrolled adjacent land uses.
Obsolete deed restrictions on parcels in the platted Town of Crescent Valley prohibit many land
uses and restrict investment in retail/service and industrial ventures while having no
functionality.
Although the community enjoys a nice rodeo arena and special events facility, there is a lack of
motel/hotel rooms and RV sites for visitors wishing to spend the night. Aside from a
minimart/gas station and a bar/grill there are virtually no retail/services establishments in
Crescent Valley. This results in most residents travelling to Elko for personal and professional
services and for retail purchases. A significant amount of economic leakage is the result.
In the area of Crescent Valley outside of the platted community, utility-served electrical service
to the hundreds of private parcels is generally non-existent and very expensive to obtain. Many
residents in these areas power their homes with fossil-fueled generators, wind generators and
solar panels.
As shown in Table 27, a variety of economic development opportunities have been identified for
Crescent Valley. Generally, the area is poised to see expanded mining as Barrick expands its
Cortez gold mine and develops its Horse Canyon project. Extensive oil and gas exploration and
development is postulated to be likely in the region. Numerous opportunities for small retail and
service business development to serve area residents and mines are listed in Table 27.
The reliance of the area on mining posits potential decline should the Nevada Legislature
approve proposed changes to mining taxation. Opposition to fracking may impede growth in the
regional oil and gas industry. A general complacency of resident and absent landowners to
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improve the aesthetics and character of the community may impede investments in existing
structures and in new residential, commercial and industrial developments.
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Table 27. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Town of Crescent Valley and Surrounding Area



















Strengths
quality elementary school facilities
community water system with excess capacity
community center
rodeo arena and special events center
low cost private land available for industrial development
low cost private land available for commercial development
low cost private land available for residential development
low cost real estate rental/lease rates
all-weather State highway
proximity to existing mining operations
excellent solar insolation (over 300 days of sun)
low property and sales tax rates
metallic mineral resources in region (AU, AG)
Turquoise mining potential in area
mine de-watered water proximate to community
presence of Eureka County government providing access to county
services
various geothermal springs in the area
medical clinic
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Weaknesses
lack of sewer system
lack of housing
number of substandard housing units
lack of developed industrial site
lack of secondary education facilities, must go to Battle
Mtn. after 6th grade
lack of land use controls
community aesthetics (abandoned cars; dilapidated
buildings)
dis-location from urban amenities (grocery, hospital, arts
and entertainment, higher education, etc.)
lack of private capital
lack of public capital
lack of hotel/motel accommodations
limitations of and competition for water resources
lack of electrical transmission/substation infrastructure
lack of basic retail/service businesses
difficult to attract and retain medical professionals
lack of youth sports and activities
high number of absentee land owners
labor availability and cost, competition with mine
Community Development Corporation not marketed and is
inactive
mining related UCCSN job training programs at
capacity/funding uncertain
lack of job training for mine related skilled employees
lack of natural gas service
lack of motel/hotel lodging
limited number of developed RV sites
lack of overnight camping at fairgrounds for public events
groundwater in basin fully appropriated
existing deed restrictions on lands in Town of Crescent

Table 27. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Town of Crescent Valley and Surrounding Area



o

o
o

o



o



Opportunities
regional expansion/development of oil and gas industry
exploration support industry; production support industry
expanded mining production
Cortez underground (Lander Co.)
Cortez Horse Canyon (Eureka Co.)
expanded mining support industry
light vehicle maintenance, janitorial, welding
retail/service business development
o
grocery
o
coffee kiosk
o
café
o
car wash
o
day care
o
tire repair
o
propane filling
o
barber
o
storage units
o
laundromat
o
hardware
o
motor vehicle fuel
solar Development – community solar garden
coord. with NV Energy, partner w/BLM to trade land for solar
garden – minimum of 25 acres/site
track for off road vehicles/dirt bikes
partner w/school district/Cooperative Extension to develop
community garden through grant and fundraising; sell produce at
local farmer’s markets
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Valley discourage investment in the community
lack of interest by residents to serve on Town Board and
participate in community betterment initiatives
existing airport is unimproved and located on BLM
administered land
Threats
legislative change to mining tax and reduced Eureka
County related revenues/ County dependence on Net
Proceeds Tax
landowner complacency with status quo
falling metallic minerals prices
listing of sage grouse as Threatened or Endangered
public/political opposition to fracking
loss of federal investment tax credit for renewable energy
production
scale-back or cap on renewable energy portfolio standards
in Nevada
existing federal prohibition on re-use of mercury once
deemed waste
existing prohibition on export of mercury
public/political opposition to mercury management in area
fluctuating metallic minerals prices
increasing regulation of mining and other public land uses
senior population/fixed incomes
increased competition for land, water and air resources
fiscal constraints to development of new/expanded public
facilities/infrastructure; maintenance of existing only due
to fiscal constraints
low property and sales tax rate, constraint to raising fiscal
resources necessary to fund County operations
Dean Ranch land and water resources potentially used for
mitigation of mining impacts and taken out of agricultural
production

Table 27. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Town of Crescent Valley and Surrounding Area



o









community socials
art and other types of classes
community competitions
horseshoes, triathlon, cooking
community ice skating rink
develop and apply new mining and milling technology to reduce
costs and increase mine lives
mining related employment at area projects for Eureka County
residents with heavy equipment and related experience
58 percent population growth (County-wide) through 2030 suggests
expanded market opportunities for local businesses
Nearly four times as many persons worked in Eureka County in
2013 (5,487) than were residents of and available to work in the
County (1,186) ; attraction of some of these workers to reside in the
County may be possible
Development of geothermal-based facilities for tourism, recreation
and indoor agriculture and aquaculture
Recruitment of non-mining related business and industry
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cash or other settlement by mining and energy companies
with environmental non-governmental organizations may
establish precedent and raise cost of production for all
other public land users
high mining related wages and incomes may make
attracting and retaining quality employees in non-mining
related businesses difficult
government is single largest employer county-wide
following mining (nearly 1/3 of all non-mining
employment) and may not be sustainable if mining
declines
87 percent of all products and services purchased in the
County are imported from outside the County

Eureka - Table 28 lists strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats to economic
development in and around the Town of Eureka. Strength characteristics of the Town of Eureka
which can serve to encourage economic development include excellent primary and secondary
public schools; the availability of multi-family housing; a community water and sewer system
with excess capacity; fairgrounds and special events center; and a variety of private land parcels
available for residential, commercial and industrial development. The Town of Eureka is bisected
by U.S. Highway 50, a major interstate route serving California to the west and the Mountain,
Midwest and Eastern areas of the U.S. to the east. Eureka is proximate to several existing and
proposed mining operations including the Barrick Ruby Hill mine (currently not in operation),
the Midway Gold Pan mine, the Bald Mountain mine, the proposed Mt. Hope Molybdenum mine
and the proposed American Vanadium mine. Employees for each of these projects are currently
or may potentially reside in and around the Town of Eureka. Employees of these projects will
contribute to enhance spending on retail items and services from businesses in the community.
As indicated in Table 29, land in and around the community of Eureka is available for
residential, commercial and industrial development with some residential lots ready to build on.
The Town of Eureka enjoys a historic downtown area with a high degree of aesthetic quality. The
community serves as the seat of government for Eureka County and is the location of several
updated government buildings. Many residents of the community are employed by Eureka
County and the Eureka County School District. The Eureka County Economic Development
Program staff is based in Eureka. Owners of businesses in downtown Eureka have formed the
Eureka Business Network and are actively seeking to enhance the appearance of downtown and
the viability of business establishments located there. Eureka hosts a variety of
community/tourist related special events, a list of which is provided in Table 28.
A general lack of existing standard housing makes attracting and retaining employees to the
community difficult. The absence of zoning in and around the community impedes new
investment in residential, commercial, and industrial land uses. There is an absence of existing
developed industrial sites in and around the community. Despite its historic character, Eureka
suffers from areas of blight characterized by abandoned or substandard residential and
commercial buildings, some located downtown on the main street. There are a limited number of
hotel/motel rooms and RV sites available in Eureka. What capacity there is for overnight
accommodations is frequently absorbed to a large extent by mining related employees. The
limitation in overnight accommodations in the community restricts the number of tourists which
can be accommodated and impedes attendance by tourists at the variety of special events held in
the area annually.
Table 28 lists a variety of opportunities to expand and diversify the economy of the Town of
Eureka and surrounding area. Owing to the degree of spending in development and operations,
mining related opportunities are very important to the community. As described previously in
this CEDS document, wages paid to mining employees are significantly above those paid in other
economic sector. Mining also results in spending for goods and services in the community.
A range of threats to mining related activity in the Eureka area are listed in Table 28.
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Table 28. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Town of Eureka and Surrounding Area
Strengths
Weaknesses






















elementary school
middle and high school
availability of subsidized multifamily housing
community water and sewer system with excess capacity
fair grounds and special events center
private land available for industrial development
private land available for commercial development
private land available for residential development
existing Perdiz Sporting Clays facility
all-weather U.S. highway through Town
metallic mineral resources in region (AU, AG, V, F, Mo)
proximity to existing mining operations
o Ruby Hill
o Midway Gold
o Bald Mtn.
excellent solar isolation (over 300 days of sun)
mine de-watered water proximate to community
existing Eureka Business Network
historic downtown character
residential lots ready for building
development of additional residential lots in process
medical clinic
existing special events
o Show What Ya Brung Car Show and Drag Race
o Old Fashioned 4th of July
o High School Rodeo
o Eureka County Fair
o Eureka Arts in the Park
o VFW Softball Tournament
o Western Heritage Days
o Christmas Tree Lighting
o Eureka Holiday Bazaar
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number of substandard housing units
lack of housing makes attracting/retaining employees difficult
County purchasing/leakage
o no central purchasing
o no buy-local policy
o lack of local vendors
lack of developed industrial sites
lack of land use controls
community aesthetics (abandoned cars; dilapidated buildings)
dis-location from urban amenities (hospital, arts and
entertainment, higher education, etc.)
lack of private capital
lack of public capital
lack of labor
limited number of motel/hotel rooms
limited number of developed RV spaces to support
tourism/special events
run-down/abandoned status of many buildings on main street in
downtown area
low quality/high cost cell phone and internet service capabilities
limitations of and competition for water resources
lack of marketing strategy for county-developed subdivision lots
social services capacity would be challenged by sudden growth
emergency response capacity would be challenged by sudden
growth
County jail capacity would be challenged by sudden growth
Community Development Corporation not marketed and is
inactive
lack of business retention policies/strategies
mining related UCCSN job training programs at capacity/funding
uncertain
lack of job training for mine related skilled employees

Table 28. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Town of Eureka and Surrounding Area






o
o




o
o
o

o
o



o Pumpkin Harvest Festival
o Entertainment at the Eureka Opera House
availability of college courses through Great Basin College
via interactive video at the high school and on-line courses
Opportunities
retirement community to include independent living,
assisted living, perhaps dementia care
public community center
track for off road vehicles/dirt bikes
partner w/school district/Cooperative Extension to develop
community garden through grant and fundraising; sell
produce at local farmer’s markets
regional expansion of oil and gas industry
exploration support industry
production support industry
proximity to planned mining operations
o Vanadium
o Gold Rock
o Gold Rush
o Mt. Hope
o Fluoride/Kobe Valley
expanded mining support industry/identify and use CDC to
fund
retail/service business development/use CDC to fund
expansion of grocery store
car wash
bowling alley
solar Development – community solar garden
coord. with Mt. Wheeler Power
partner w/BLM to trade land for solar garden – minimum of
25 acres/site
volatile U.S. currency and growing demand for specialty
metals
expanded agriculture support industries
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lack of natural gas service

Threats
legislative change to mining tax and reduced Eureka County
related revenues
landowner complacency with status quo
falling metallic minerals prices
listing of sage grouse as Threatened or Endangered
public/political opposition to fracking
existing Nevada state water law may limit uses of mine dewatered water
loss of federal investment tax credit for renewable energy
production
scale-back or cap on renewable energy portfolio standards in
Nevada
fluctuating metallic minerals prices
increasing regulation of mining and other public land uses
Ruby Hill Mine may not re-open, if re-open less than 18 months
mine life remaining
competition from tourism/special events in White Pine County
fiscal constraints to development of new/expanded public
facilities/infrastructure; maintenance of existing only due to fiscal
constraints
low property and sales tax rate, constraint to raising fiscal
resources necessary to fund County operations
CDC funds may be reverted to County General Fund
financing with public funds of new businesses which are
competitive with existing Eureka businesses
lack of project financing may prevent development and operation
of the General Moly Mt. Hope project
cash or other settlement by mining and energy companies with

Table 28. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Town of Eureka and Surrounding Area









environmental non-governmental organizations may establish
precedent and raise cost of production for all other public land
users

downtown redevelopment district/merchants association for
improvement financing
disposal of county-owned land
access to grant funds, County has not used in recent past
debt financing capacity
downtown redevelopment, give Hwy 50 travellers reason to
stop
attract former residents to return for mining related jobtraining and employment
mining related employment for Eureka County residents
with heavy equipment and related experience
Develop and apply new mining and milling technology to
reduce costs and increase mine lives
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Carlin Trend/Boulder Valley - Table 29 provides strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and
threats to economic development in the Carlin Trend/Boulder Valley area of Eureka County.

Major mines owned and operated by Newmont Gold Corporation and Barrick are located
in the Carlin Trend area. The Newmont owned TS Ranch in Boulder Valley is a
significant agricultural enterprise producing hay and livestock. The alfalfa hay fields in
the Boulder Valley are also the location at which Newmont manages mine dewatered
water from its mines on the Carlin Trend. Also located in Boulder Valley is the Newmont
owned TS Ranch coal-fired power plant. The output from the mines, agricultural
enterprise and power plant in the Carlin Trend/Boulder Valley area account for a
significant percentage of the exports generated annually from economic activity in Eureka
County. These facilities also account for the majority of employment in the County
although most employees in the Carlin Trend/Boulder Valley area reside in and commute
daily from neighboring Elko County. Existing mining related infrastructure in the area is
available to support expansion of precious metals mining and milling in the Carlin
Trend/Boulder Valley area of Eureka County.
Noted weaknesses in the Carlin Trend/Boulder Valley area include lack of a local labor
force and lack of local housing, resulting in all employees needing to travel some distance
to housing, retail and service establishments. At this time, most all mining related support
services are being met by firms located in neighboring Elko and Lander counties.
Looking forward, numerous opportunities to expand and diversify the agricultural and
mining activity in the Carlin Trend/Boulder Valley have been identified. As shown in
Table 29, expanded mining operations are anticipated by both Newmont and Barrick.
Opportunities to develop new technology for mining and milling are expected to reduce
all-in mining costs and thereby expand existing mine lives while encouraging
development and operation of new mines in the area. The extension of natural gas service
into the North Operations area of the Carlin Trend posits lower operating costs for
existing and future mining and milling operations in that area. The proximity to natural
gas may also enable the conversion of the TS Ranch coal-fired power plant to natural gas
resulting in a longer operating life and/or lower costs of operation.
Potential revisions to Nevada laws pertaining to the taxation of mines has the potential to
both challenge the feasibility of mining and to reduce mining related tax revenue
available to Eureka County. Other threats include the volatility of precious metals prices
and ever-increasing burden and restrictions imposed by federal land use regulations.
Table 29 also suggests that actions by mining concerns to resolve environmental
permitting issues through cash infused mitigation or dedication of mining company
controlled land and water resources may result in adverse consequences to non-mining
economic users of public land. The potential for commitment of mining company
controlled land and water resources under non-use or conservation easements in
perpetuity as mitigation for mining related impacts on public land may serve to remove
these resources from Eureka County’s economic base.
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Table 29. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Carlin Trend/Boulder Valley
Strengths
Weaknesses
existing agricultural base, hay and livestock

lack of local labor force
existing mining and milling industry cluster

lack of housing
extensive precious metallic mineral resources

distance to housing, retail and services
in area

all groundwater in hydrologic basin appropriated
I-80 access to mining infrastructure

mining related support services met largely by firms located in Elko and Lander
existing TS Power Plant
counties
electrical transmission/distribution system in

87 percent of all products and services purchased in the County are imported
place
from outside the County
available private land for mining expansion,
residential, commercial and industrial
development
mainline rail access in southern Boulder
Valley
proximate to I-80 access – rail/truck
intermodal potential
Opportunities
Threats
expanded mining production

legislative change to mining tax and reduced Eureka County related revenues/
o Leeville Turf underground mine
County dependence on net proceeds tax revenue
expanded mineral exploration in area

falling metallic minerals prices
expanded mining support industry/identify and 
listing of sage grouse as Threatened or Endangered
use CDC to finance

increasing regulation of mining, ranching, oil and gas industry and other public
develop and apply new mining and milling
land uses
technology to reduce costs and increase mine

reductions in mining related capital investment due to falling mineral prices
lives
and/or increasing costs
natural gas service into North Operations area 
cash or other settlement by mining and energy companies with environmental
providing reduced cost and longer mine lives
non-governmental organizations may establish precedent and raise cost of
convert TS Power Plant from coal to natural
production for all other public land users
gas for cost savings

TS Ranch land and water resources may potentially used as mitigation of
TS Ranch agricultural diversification into low
mining impacts removing said resources from productive agricultural uses
water use crops as mine dewatering slows or
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Table 29. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Carlin Trend/Boulder Valley
ends
repurpose existing water treatment plant for
use as bottled water facility
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Diamond Valley - The backbone of Eureka County’s agricultural economy is Diamond
Valley. Farms in the area produce a variety of hay, grains and livestock, most for export
outside of Nevada. The unique combination of soils, climate and altitude result in the
production of agricultural commodities of very high quality and value. As indicated in
Table 30, a broad array of infrastructure is in place to support the extensive farming
operations in the valley. The Eureka County Airport is also located in Diamond Valley
providing access to the area as well as efficient access to other areas. The Airport supply
medivac services to the region and is host to federal agency airborne wild land fire
fighting capabilities. Land at the Airport is available for industrial development.
As indicated in Table 30 and described previously in this document, all groundwater in
the Diamond Valley hydrographic basin is appropriated, to the extent of having been over
appropriated. Groundwater levels in the basin have been dropping resulting is everincreasing costs of agricultural production. Diamond Valley is also distant to the markets
for its agricultural commodities resulting in a relative sensitivity to transportation costs.
Options for selling Diamond Valley commodities nearer to Eureka County do not
presently exist. The valley is not served by rail so all commodities must be transported by
truck out of the area with little current potential for back hauls. Table 30 also notes the
generally higher prices which are charged for aviation fuel at the Eureka County Airport
than at airports in neighboring Elko, Lander and White Pine counties.
Table 30 highlights numerous opportunities for retaining, expanding and/or diversifying
the contribution to the Eureka County by economic activities in the Diamond Valley.
Application of new technologies to reduce water used in crop irrigation and
diversification into low water use crops are two important options for the future. Of
particular interest may be the potential for utilizing pinyon-juniper biomass resulting from
woodland thinning projects in the County to produce biochar for use as a waterconserving soil amendment on farmland in Diamond Valley. Establishment of one or
more dairies in the Diamond Valley would provide a local demand for hay and avoid the
transportation costs currently required to move hay to final demand centers. The recently
constructed powdered milk processing plant in Fallon is said to be looking for new
sources of milk as input to its processing operations. Table 30 also suggests several
opportunities for mitigating the falling groundwater levels in the Diamond Valley and
enhancing snow accumulation and recharge of runoff.
Numerous threats to the viability of the existing levels of agricultural production in
Diamond Valley are listed in Table 30. Foremost among these are continuing declines of
the groundwater level in the basin. The ongoing drought in the region is noted as an
exacerbating factor in reversing the trend of declining groundwater levels in the basin.
The concern of Eureka County officials with the potential for groundwater pumping in
neighboring Kobeh Valley to support the General Moly Mt. Hope mining project to
exacerbate falling groundwater levels in Diamond Valley is also noted. Finally, the ever
increasing regulation of agriculture and related public land uses by state and federal
agencies is observed as an ever-present threat to the continued viability of agricultural
operations in Diamond Valley.
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Table 30. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Diamond Valley
Strengths
Weaknesses
existing agricultural base of hay, grain and livestock

all groundwater in hydrologic basin appropriated
private land for residential, commercial and industrial uses

distance to market for hay and other agricultural commodities,
lack of rail access for transport of commodities
existing high quality hay and grain production systems in
place

lack of natural gas service
markets for Diamond Valley hay and grain well established

aviation fuel prices at Eureka Airport generally higher than
neighboring counties
Eureka County Airport located in Valley
land adjacent to airport may be suited for industrial
development
Area accessed by all-weather state highway
Opportunities
Threats
application of new irrigation technologies to reduce alfalfa

continuing groundwater level declines
hay and grain water requirements
o
increased pumping costs
o
action by State Engineer to cancel junior water rights
diversification into low water use or dry land crops including
o
agricultural production in Diamond Valley may be
indoor agriculture
curtailed
cooperation with General Moly regarding possible use of

listing
of
sage grouse as Threatened or Endangered
water to be imported from Kobeh Valley for temporary use to
mitigate groundwater level declines in Diamond Valley

increasing regulation of agriculture and mining industry and
related public land uses
establishment of one or more dairies in the Valley to serve
new milk processing plant in the Fallon area

cash or other settlement by mining and energy companies with
environmental non-governmental organizations may establish
identification and implementation of groundwater
precedent and raise cost of production for all other public land
management practices to mitigate declining groundwater
users
levels
continued drought exacerbates groundwater level decline
identification and implementation of measures to increase and 
rapidly infiltrate precipitation along the west slope of the

mine related groundwater pumping may exacerbate groundwater
Diamond Mountains
level decline in Diamond Valley
establishment of Eureka County Airport as candidate site for

high mining related wages and incomes may make attracting and
unmanned aerial vehicle operations
retaining quality employees in non-mining related businesses
difficult
attraction of agricultural implement dealership/service center

87 percent of all products and services purchased in the County
industrial use of biomass from area pinyon-thinning projects
are imported from outside the County
mining related employment at area projects for Eureka County
residents with heavy equipment and related experience
use of Eureka County sourced pinyon-juniper biomass to
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Table 30. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Diamond Valley
produce biochar for use as a water-conserving soil amendment
on farmland in the Diamond Valley and as a product to be
sold commercially
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Dunphy - As shown in Table 31, the Dunphy area located along Interstate 80 and the Union
Pacific Railroad mainline in northern Eureka County is the location of the County’s only true
industrial park. The Newmont-owned Jayhawk Rail Terminal hosts several companies which are
engaged in supplying various bulk commodities to the mines in the Carlin Trend and Crescent
Valley areas. Several acres remain available for location by industry in the developed portion of
the terminal area. Newmont owns additional land to the east of the Jayhawk Rail Terminal which
is adjacent to the rail line and suitable for industrial development. The Jayhawk Rail Terminal
offers excellent access to Interstate 80 providing opportunities for industries requiring rail/truck
intermodal capabilities.
The Dunphy area does not host a resident labor force or any housing to accommodate same.
Consequently, persons employed with firms located at the Jayhawk Rail Terminal must commute
daily from Battle Mountain in neighboring Lander County, Carlin or Elko in neighboring Elko
County or from the Beowawe and Crescent Valley communities in Eureka County. Given the
lack of housing, retail establishments and service businesses in the Beowawe and Crescent
Valley areas, it is assumed that most persons employed with firms located at the Jayhawk Rail
Terminal commute from Battle Mountain and or Carlin. The lack of water and sewer systems to
serve the Jayhawk Rail Terminal may serve as a constraint to certain industries considering
locating at the Terminal whose operational requirements include a water supply and wastewater
disposal. Another weakness facing the Jayhawk Rail Terminal is the fact that most mining related
equipment brought into the region to serve the mines in the Carlin Trend area is currently
shipped by truck.
The Jayhawk Rail Terminal is a unique asset available to assist with expansion and
diversification of the Eureka County economy. Table 31 lists a variety of development
opportunities for the area. Given the potential for regional expansion of the oil and gas industry
the Dunphy area, and in particular the Jayhawk Rail Terminal might serve as locations for oil and
gas exploration and production support industry. Establishment of an oil and gas rail/truck
intermodal terminal may be possible in the Dunphy area. Attraction of additional mining and
geothermal energy support industries to the Dunphy area is also a potential opportunity. The
rail/truck intermodal capacity of the Dunphy area in general and the Jayhawk Rail Terminal in
particular suggests the potential for the area to host a hay cubing/pellet facility to process hay
produced in the Boulder Valley for rail shipment to export markets. The Eureka County Community
Development Corporation’s revolving loan fund might be a source of financing for such a hay
cubing/pellet mill.

A variety of threats to further industrial development in the Dunphy area are noted in Table 31.
While a threat to all areas of Eureka County, the potential for Nevada legislative change to
mining tax statutes could put a damper on the mining industry and reduce the demand for related
mining support services. In addition, the volatility of precious metals prices may discourage
investments by mining support industries in new facilities in the Dunphy area. Expansion of the
oil and gas exploration and production industry in the region may face opposition from members
of the public and non-governmental organizations opposed to fracking. While a threat to all land
uses in Eureka County, the potential listing of the sage grouse under the Endangered Species Act
could hit mining exploration and production; oil and gas exploration and production and
geothermal energy exploration and production particularly hard. As a consequence investments
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by mining, oil and gas and geothermal energy support industries in new facilities in the Dunphy
area may be delayed or suspended. Again a threat to all public land uses in Eureka County, the
ever-stringent federal land use authorization process is now and will in the future serve as a
deterrent to investments in new mining, oil and gas and geothermal energy projects on public
land. Investors in such projects are increasingly looking to projects on state and private lands
and/or at locations outside of the United States where permitting and returns on investment can
be achieved in a timely manner.
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Table 31. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Dunphy
Strengths
Weaknesses
existing rail-served Newmont-owned Jayhawk

lack of local labor force
Terminal

lack of land use controls
rail and interstate served private land available for

distance to housing, retail and services
industrial development

employees of industry within Jayhawk Rail Terminal commute outside of Eureka
private land available for commercial development
County
existing mining related industry cluster

lack of water and sewer systems
I-80 access – rail/truck intermodal potential

most mining related equipment shipped by truck not rail
Opportunities
Threats
regional expansion of oil and gas industry

legislative change to mining tax and reduced Eureka County related revenues/
exploration support industry
County dependence on net proceeds tax revenue
production support industry

falling metallic minerals prices
establishment of oil and gas rail terminal

competitive rail-based industrial site development in region
expansion of Jayhawk Rail Terminal on adjacent

public/political opposition to fracking
private land

listing of sage grouse as Threatened or Endangered
market Jayhawk Rail Terminal to non-mining target 
increasing regulation of mining and other public land uses
industries

reductions in mining related capital investment due to falling mineral prices and/or
establish hay cubing/pellet facility for rail shipment
increasing costs
to export market
expanded geothermal energy production
expanded mining production in region
expanded mining support industry located within
Jayhawk Rail Terminal
CDC financing of new industry locating at Jayhawk
Rail Terminal
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Pine Valley - The Pine Valley area of Eureka County hosts several cow-calf ranching operations
utilizing a combination of private and public land. Private lands support ranch headquarters,
support facilities and irrigated hay fields. Public lands support livestock through BLM and/or
USFS issued grazing permits. Pine Valley is also the location of oil production areas which
during 2013 produced nearly 10,000 barrels of oil. Table 32 lists numerous strengths for
economic development in Pine Valley. In addition to existing producing oil wells the area is
underlain with a shale formation which is postulated to hold extensive quantities of additional oil
and natural gas resources. Pine Valley is accessed by an all-weather Nevada state highway which
links Eureka and U.S. Highway 50 the south to Interstate 80 and Carlin to the north. There are
extensive private land holdings in Pine Valley some of which may be suitable for residential,
commercial and industrial development. Access to the main line Union Pacific railroad near
Carlin posits rail/truck intermodal opportunities. Barrick Gold has extensive exploration
activities underway in the west central area of the valley and has established a man-camp for
exploration crews in the area. Extensive tracts of pinyon-juniper woodland exist within Pine
Valley. The Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service and private landowners are
seeking to thin said woodlands for the purpose of enhancing sage grouse and other wildlife
habitat and to reduce the threat of catastrophic wildfire.
Table 32 also lists a variety of perceived weaknesses to economic development in Pine Valley.
Among possible impediments to expansion and diversification of the area’s economic base
include lack of local labor force; lack of housing; distance to housing, retail and services (located
primarily in Carlin and Elko; and lack of water and sewer systems. Of concern to existing
livestock operators is the possible sale and parceling of former rail road checkerboard lands. The
sale and parceling of these lands can pose constraints to existing ranching operations which lease
large tracts of checkerboard lands for livestock grazing. In addition, all groundwater in the Pine
Valley hydrologic basin is appropriated or applied for.
Opportunities for retention, expansion and diversification of the economy of Pine Valley are
focused on discouraging imposition of heightened land use regulations and improving production
and cost efficiencies among existing cow-calf ranching operations. In addition, expansion of oil
production associated with application of fracking technologies is evident. Economic activity in
the valley will be bolstered by ongoing exploration for precious metals and potential
development by Barrick of the Gold Rush mine in west-central Pine Valley. In addition, the
industrial utilization of biomass from area pinyon-thinning projects is being considered. Such
uses might include production of biochar, direct-firing for electricity generation and refining into
biofuels.
Threats to attaining economic development opportunities in Pine Valley, as shown in Table 32,
include public/political opposition to fracking; listing of the sage grouse as Threatened or
Endangered pursuant to the Endangered Species Act; increasing regulation of mining, ranching,
oil and gas exploration/production and other public land uses; and uncontrolled numbers of wild
horses on public lands which are reducing environmental quality and serve to restrict access to
forage for domestic livestock grazing.
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Table 32. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Pine Valley
Strengths
Weaknesses
existing agricultural base, hay and livestock

lack of local labor force
existing oil production

lack of housing
on-going oil exploration

distance to housing, retail and services
potential oil/ gas bearing shale formation

lack of water and sewer systems
underlies area

sale and parceling of checkerboard lands pose constraints to existing ranching
private land for residential, commercial and
operations
industrial development

all groundwater in hydrologic basin appropriated or applied for
access via all weather state highway
I-80/rail access close– rail/truck intermodal
proximity to existing mining operations
biomass resources in area
Barrick man-camp in Valley
Opportunities
Threats
regional expansion of oil and gas industry

reduced mining capital investment due to falling mineral prices and/or
exploration support industry
increasing costs
production support industry/CDC financing

cash or other settlement by mining and energy companies with environmental
expanded mining production in Valley
non-governmental organizations may establish precedent and raise cost of
Gold Rush project
production for all other public land users
expanded mining support industry/identify and

mine dewatering may impact agricultural wells and/or area springs
use CDC to finance

drought may increase risk of wildfire with resultant loss of forage for
develop and apply new mining and milling
livestock; may limit the availability of surface water for irrigation and stock
technology to reduce costs and increase mine
watering
lives
use of mine dewatered water as substitute for
existing irrigation wells or for new agricultural
production
industrial utilization of biomass from area
pinyon-thinning projects
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Eureka Countywide – During development of area specific SWOT analyses it became apparent
that several strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats to economic development were
applicable throughout Eureka County. As shown in Table 33, all of Eureka County enjoys a very
low property tax rate compared to other counties in Nevada. There are no corporate or inventory
taxes within Nevada, a strength when attracting business and industry from outside the State to
Eureka County. The availability of the Eureka County Community Development Corporation’s
(CDC) $1.25 million revolving loan fund is unique in its scale among other rural areas in
Nevada. If structured to be attractive to expanding or relocating business and industry and
marketed, the CDC loan program might serve as a comparative advantage to firms considering
expansion or relocation to Eureka County. Coupled with tax abatement, tax deferral and job
training incentives provided through the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development,
the availability of CDC loans represent an important component to a package of incentives which
might be used to attract business and industry investment and employment to Eureka County.
The Eureka County Economic Development Program (ECEDP) is an important vehicle for
overseeing the development and implementation of visitor-related special events in Eureka
County. The ECEDP participates in the planning and implementation of several such events each
year.
Owing to its healthy general fund balance in past years, Eureka County has generally financed
infrastructure and public facilities on a cash basis. Consequently, the County has no long term
debt and significant unencumbered debt capacity. Said debt capacity might be used by the County
to finance water, sewer and road infrastructure to serve existing and newly developed industrial
sites.
The existing Eureka County Economic Development Program lacks any obvious focus on
existing business and industry retention/expansion and new business and industry attraction. As a
consequence, it is apparent that Eureka County may be missing out on opportunities to expand
and diversify its economic base. Due largely to funding limitations and lack of personnel in
Eureka County, the Great Basin Regional Development Authority (GBRDA) of which Eureka
County is a member, is not an appropriate vehicle for design and implementation of existing
local business and industry retention/expansion initiatives. Further, given funding limitations and
the nature of competition between GBRDA counties to attract investment and employment, the
Authority is likely not currently a vehicle for industry attraction to Eureka County. While
GBRDA might be able to interest industry on expansion or relocation to the GBRDA region, it
would be up to Eureka County staff and programs to compete for the industry with the other
member counties of GBRDA (Lander and White Pine counties).
Due to its relatively small population and mining related low unemployment rate, there is a lack
of a local labor force existing in Eureka County. Consequently, any new industry looking to
expand or relocate to Eureka County would be faced with a lack of labor. Attracting persons to
move to Eureka County to fill new jobs would be challenged by a general lack of housing in the
County.
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The inactive nature of the Eureka County Community Development Corporation $1.25 million
revolving loan program has largely resulted in this unique economic development asset operating
in a largely non-performing status. Due to a lack of organizational readiness, lending policies
which are both uncertain and seemingly arbitrary and a lack of marketing the CDC revolving
loan program has not served as the incentive to economic development in Eureka County is could
be.
As shown in Table 33, numerous opportunities for expansion and diversification of the Eureka
County are apparent. The County is poised to benefit from employment and spending attributed
to expanded oil and gas exploration activities. Should developable sources of oil and/or natural
gas be identified during exploration, development of oil and/or natural gas production wells and
related collection and distribution infrastructure is likely in the County.
Ongoing mineral exploration activities in Eureka County such as those by American Vanadium
in the southern portion of the County, Barrick in western Pine Valley and by both Newmont and
Barrick on the Carlin Trend may lead to development and operation of new major mining
projects in the County. New mining activity in Eureka County would add to fiscal resources
available to local government as well as provide opportunities for employment and income to
County residents. Spending by mining companies and their contractors for goods and services
would also potentially increase revenues for existing and newly established retail and service
businesses in the County.
The Eureka County Community Development Corporation (CDC) could be a source of capital
for expanding existing and start-up businesses responding to growth in both the oil and gas and
mining sectors of Eureka County. Encouragement to existing mining companies to capitalize a
venture capital fund focused at investments in firms developing new mining related technology
might serve to reduce costs and increase both the operating lives of existing mines and those
being proposed for development and operation.
Growth in the mining sector of Eureka County would likely result in opportunities for mining
related employment at area projects for Eureka County residents with heavy equipment and
related experience
The realization of opportunities to expand and diversify the Eureka County economy is faced
with a variety of threats. As revealed in Table 33, Eureka County fiscal benefits attributable to
mining are threatened by the potential for the Nevada Legislature to change the method for taxing
mining in Nevada. In addition, the volatility of prices for precious metals produces uncertainty
which may restrict the viability of existing and planned mining projects. Ever heightened federal
regulation of mining and other public land uses will increase the time and money required to
permit mining projects. As the time it takes to permit a new mine increases investors may seek
project opportunities in other areas such as Canada where it is understood a major mine there can
be fully permitted in half the time it takes to permit a project on federally administered land in
Nevada. These same public land use authorization issues may pose barriers to continued or
expanded range livestock operations in the County. Federal regulations and the potential for
public/political opposition to fracking may serve to discourage investments in exploration for and
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production of oil and gas resources on public lands in Eureka County. All of the aforementioned
uses of public land and others including the production of renewable energy from the sun, wind,
thermal resources and biomass may face even more restrictions should the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service list the sage grouse as threatened or endangered.
The uncontrolled numbers of wild horses on public lands will reduce environmental quality and
restrict access to forage for domestic livestock grazing. Cash or other settlement by mining and
energy companies with environmental non-governmental organizations may establish precedent
and raise cost of production for all other public land users including the range livestock sector. In
addition, drought may increase risk of wildfire with resultant loss of forage for livestock and
may limit the availability of surface water for irrigation and stock watering.
Opportunities to develop renewable energy projects in Eureka County may be curbed should the
Nevada Legislature elect to reduce and/or fail to expand Nevada’s Renewable Energy Portfolio
Standards. The viability of renewable energy projects might also be challenged in the event of a
loss of federal renewable energy production tax credits.
In the event of expansion of the oil and gas; mining; or agriculture sectors in Eureka County, the
existing County fiscal constraints to development of new/expanded public facilities/infrastructure
may serve to constrain the availability of public facilities and services needed to service said
economic expansion. In the face of revenue shortages, Eureka County’s low property and sales
tax rates may be politically difficult to increase and may serve as a constraint to raising fiscal
resources necessary to fund County operations.
The large extent of federally administered land in Eureka County can serve to constrain
economic development and provision and maintenance by the County of required public
improvements, including roads. Obtaining title to improved federally administered land under
Recreation and Public Purposes (R&PP) lease can take many years. Obtaining authorization from
the federal government to add new land uses within previously approved BLM granted rights-ofway require additional and costly National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance and
can also take considerable time to complete.
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Table 33. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Eureka Countywide
Strengths
Weaknesses
low property and sales tax rates

Eureka County Economic Development Program lack of focus on existing
business and industry retention/expansion and new business and industry
no inventory tax
attraction
no corporate income tax

lack of local labor force
Community Development Corporation $ 1.25

lack of housing
million revolving fund

lack of land use controls
existing Eureka County Economic Development
Program and focus on tourism/special events

Inactive nature of Community Development Corporation $1.25 million
revolving loan
County debt-free/existing debt capacity

large extent of federally administered land
State of Nevada incentives for
expanding/relocating companies
Active 4-H, Future Farmers of America and other
youth programs
Opportunities
Threats
regional expansion of oil and gas industry

legislative change to mining tax and reduced Eureka County related
exploration support industry
revenues/ County dependence on net proceeds tax revenue
production support industry

falling metallic minerals prices
regional expansion of mining industry

public/political opposition to fracking
exploration support industry

listing of sage grouse as Threatened or Endangered
production support industry

increasing regulation of mining, ranching, oil and gas industry and other
expanded mining support industry/identify and use
public land uses
CDC to finance

uncontrolled numbers of wild horses on public lands reduce environmental
develop and apply new mining and milling
quality and restrict access to forage for domestic livestock grazing
technology to reduce costs and increase mine lives 
reduced mining capital investment due to falling mineral prices and/or
mining related employment at area projects for
increasing costs
Eureka County residents with heavy equipment

cash or other settlement by mining and energy companies with
and related experience
environmental non-governmental organizations may establish precedent and
raise cost of production for all other public land users

drought may increase risk of wildfire with resultant loss of forage for
livestock; may limit the availability of surface water for irrigation and stock
watering

reduction in and/or lack of expansion of Nevada Renewable Energy
Portfolio Standards
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Table 33. Eureka County SWOT Analysis: Eureka Countywide

loss of federal investment tax credit for renewable energy production

fiscal constraints to development of new/expanded public
facilities/infrastructure; maintenance of existing only due to fiscal
constraints

low property and sales tax rate, constraint to raising fiscal resources
necessary to fund County operations

62

Economic Development Goals, Objectives and Tasks
The Eureka County Economic Development Program (ECEDP) Board of Directors have
identified the following goals, objectives and tasks which are envisioned as capitalizing upon the
aforementioned strengths and opportunities and overcoming the aforementioned weaknesses and
threats to economic development in Eureka County.
Goal 1.0

Expand and Diversify the Eureka County Economy

Objective 1.1 – Increase the number of resident employees as percentage of total mining
employment in Eureka County
Task 1.1.1 – In consultation with Great Basin College, Nevada Department of
Employment, Training and Rehabilitation and the mining industry, develop and
implement mining related job training at Eureka High School and Crescent Valley
Community Center or other location in Crescent Valley
Task 1.1.2 – Coordinate with mining concerns to facilitate provision of mine employee
housing in Beowawe, Crescent Valley and Eureka
Task 1.1.3 – Coordinate with mining concerns to facilitate provision of mine employee
transportation from Beowowe, Crescent Valley and Eureka to area mines
Task 1.1.4 - Identify and develop business/industrial parks or sites in Beowawe, Crescent
Valley and Eureka
Task 1.1.5 - Recruit mining support industries to locate in Eureka, Beowowe, Crescent
Valley and Dunphy

work with Newmont to design and implement a marketing initiative to
attract industry to Jay Hawk Rail Terminal at Dunphy

work with Barrick to design and implement a marketing initiative to attract
industry to Beowowe, Crescent Valley and Eureka
Task 1.1.6 – Work with the Eureka Business Network to expand and diversify retail and
service establishments in Eureka and Crescent Valley
Task 1.1.7 – Work with Eureka County School District to identify alternatives and
encourage the provision of support to parents to provide high-school classes/coursework
in Crescent Valley

satellite campus and on-line classes

home school and on-line classes
Task 1.1.8 - Develop and implement mine worker incentives for residing in Eureka
County

wage/salary bonus for Eureka County residency

transportation to/from mine

mine supported housing
Task 1.1.9 - Recruit mining administrative offices to locate in Eureka
Task 1.1.10 – Provide local training for and otherwise seek to increase the number of
local licensed contractors in the County
Task 1.1.11 – Meet with area existing and proposed mining concerns to discuss
implementation of Tasks 1-9 above
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Newmont
Barrick
American Vanadium
Midway Gold
General Moly

Task 1.1.12 - Where appropriate, seek revisions to Eureka County Code and/or Nevada
Revised Statute to remove or minimize identified barriers to success with respect to
mining as well as other business.
Task 1.1.13 - Support new laws that assist and encourage mining while simultaneously
seeking to avoid or minimize adverse impacts of mining
Objective 1.2 – Increase the number of and total employment by mines in Eureka County
Task 1.2.1 - Promote Eureka County as mining capital of United States
Task 1.2.2 - Participate in mine-related local, state and federal permitting proceedings
seeking to support and encourage permitting while simultaneously seeking to avoid or
minimize adverse impacts of each project
Task 1.2.3 - Participate in mining related state and federal legislative and rulemaking
proceedings seeking to support and encourage mining while simultaneously seeking to
avoid or minimize adverse impacts of mining
Task 1.2.4 - Adopt and implement a Eureka County policy requiring an analysis and
comparison of the costs and benefits of litigating mining related permitting decisions
versus expending anticipated litigation costs on design and implementation of effective
mine-related impact mitigation
Task 1.2.5 - Amend the Eureka County Code to require a Special Use Permit for mining
and energy projects disturbing greater than 100 acres and include a condition for granting
of said Special Use Permit that applicant must demonstrate that off-site impacts to other
holders of property rights in the area will be avoided or mitigated
Task 1.2.6 – Develop a white paper describing the benefits of establishing a mining
technology related venture capital fund to be capitalized through investments by mining
companies and mining support industries in Nevada, said investments qualifying as a tax
deduction
Task 1.2.7 – Schedule and hold meetings with Nevada Mining Association staff,
representatives of major existing and planned mines in Eureka County, Nevada
Association of Counties, key members of the Nevada Legislature and the Nevada
Governor’s Office re: establishment of a mining technology related venture capital fund
in Nevada
Task 1.2.8 – As appropriate seek and support legislation to amend Nevada Revised
Statutes to enable establishment and funding of a mining technology related venture
capital fund in Nevada
Objective 1.3 – Expand the number of non-mining basic industries located in Eureka County
Task 1.3.1 - Recruit non-mining related industry to locate at Dunphy
 work with Newmont to design and implement marketing initiative to
attract industry to Jay Hawk Rail Terminal at Dunphy
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Task 1.3.2 – Encourage and assist Barrick Gold to develop a rail-served industrial park in
the Beowawe area to serve its mines
Task 1.3.3 – Identify locations of electrical substations on or adjacent to private land with
available capacity for interconnection and access to the NV Energy transmission system
in Eureka County as candidate sites for siting utility-scale solar or biomass energy
projects
Task 1.3.4 – Design and implement marketing campaign to recruit investment in utilityscale solar geothermal and biomass energy projects to Eureka County
Task 1.3.5 – Identify opportunities for industrial utilization of biomass resulting from
landscape restoration projects in Eureka County
 Identify quantities of biomass potentially available and over what
timeframes
 Identify scale-appropriate biomass utilization technologies and products
 Design and implement marketing initiative focused at industries which
might utilize Eureka County derived biomass
Task 1.3.6 - Participate in oil and gas related local, state and federal permitting
proceedings seeking to support and encourage permitting of exploration and production
projects while simultaneously seeking to avoid or minimize adverse impacts of each
project
Task 1.3.7 - Participate in oil and gas related state and federal legislative and rulemaking
proceedings seeking to support and encourage mining while simultaneously seeking to
avoid or minimize adverse impacts of mining
Task 1.3.8 – Update the Eureka County Economic Development website and the EBrochure located therein
Task 1.3.9 – Pursue transfer of title to Crescent Valley Airport land from BLM to Eureka
County
Task 1.3.10 – Pursue funding for and develop master plan for improvements to Crescent
Valley Airport
Task 1.3.11 – Pursue funding for and design improvements for Crescent Valley Airport
Task 1.3.12 – Pursue removal of dysfunctional and prohibitive deed restrictions on land
within Town of Crescent Valley
Objective 1.4 – Increase the number of retail and service related business establishments in
Eureka County
Task 1.4.1 – Coordinate with area mining companies to identify services which they
would utilize if available in the Crescent Valley area (light vehicle maintenance,
janitorial, welding)
Task 1.4.2 – In consultation with Rural Nevada Development Corporation, UNR Small Business
Development Center, Eureka County Community Development Corporation, U.S. Small
Business Administration and Nevada State Bank design and hold community workshops on
retail/service business development opportunities and financing

Crescent Valley

grocery




coffee kiosk
café
car wash
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day care
tire repair
propane filling
barber
motel/hotel
storage units
laundromat
hardware
motor vehicle fuel

 Eureka




car wash
bowling alley
day spa

Task 1.4.3 – Pursue establishment of a Crescent Valley Business Network

Goal 2.0

Retain and Expand Existing Businesses

Objective 2.1 – Increase mining related purchases from Eureka County businesses
Task 2.1.1 - Work with Barrick, Newmont, General Moly, and Midway Gold to design
and implement “Buy Eureka County” purchasing programs
Objective 2.2 – Increase local government purchases from Eureka County businesses
Task 2.2.1 - Develop and adopt a Eureka County Commission “Buy Eureka County”
policy
Objective 2.3 – Increase state and federal purchases from Eureka County businesses
Task 2.3.1 - Coordinate with Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development to
plan and conduct a procurement outreach workshop for Eureka businesses
Objective 2.4 – Increase resident purchases from Eureka County businesses
Task 2.4.1 - Design and implement incentives for shopping locally

coupons

drawings for prizes

sales tax holidays
Objective 2.5 – Increase purchases by County-based businesses from County-based businesses
Task 2.5.1 - Design and implement business to business networking functions
Task 2.5.2 – Adopt County ordinance establishing sales tax holiday(s)
Task 2.5.3 – Update, distribute and maintain Eureka County Business Directory
Objective 2.6 – Identify and minimize barriers to existing business success
Task 2.6.1 - Interview existing business owners to identify barriers
Task 2.6.2 - Work with existing business support networks to identify and implement
strategies to remove or minimize identified barriers to success

UNCE

UNR SBDC

RNDC
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Task 2.6.3 – Where appropriate, seek revisions to Eureka County Code and/or Nevada
Revised Statute to remove or minimize identified barriers to success
Objective 2.7 – Provide incentives for existing business expansion
Task 2.7.1 – Redesign and implement Eureka County CDC business loan program to
offer low interest loans for existing business expansion
Task 2.7.2 – Adopt County ordinance establishing County Sales and Use tax abatement or
deferral for existing business expansion
Task 2.7.3 – Adopt County ordinance establishing County Property tax abatement or
deferral for existing business expansion
Task 2.7.4 – Adopt County ordinance establishing competitive sale or lease terms for
select county-owned real estate for use by existing business expansion
Task 2.7.5 – Establish County grant match fund and pursue grants for site improvements
and/or infrastructure to support existing business expansion
Objective 2.8 – Increase snow water generated in the Diamond Mountains and related recharge
of Diamond Valley aquifer
Task 2.8.1 – Identify, obtain funding for and implement measures to increase snow
accumulation in the Diamond Mountains
Task 2.8.2 – Identify, obtain funding for and implement measures to reduce evaporative
losses and increase infiltration of runoff in the Diamond Mountains
Objective 2.9 - Utilize temporary beneficial secondary use of mine de-watered water in the
vicinity of Diamond Valley for groundwater recharge purposes in Diamond Valley
Task 2.9.1 – Coordinate with representatives of mines in the vicinity of Diamond Valley
to discuss and evaluate the feasibility of utilizing mine de-watered water for groundwater
recharge purposes in the Valley
Objective 2.10 – Incentivize investments in water conservation technologies for irrigation in
Diamond Valley
Task 2.10.1 – In cooperation with University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, Nevada
Department of Agriculture, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service identify and
test alternative technologies for reducing water required to irrigate existing hay and grain
crops in Diamond Valley
Task 2.10.2 – In cooperation with University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, Nevada
Department of Agriculture, USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service identify
priority areas within Diamond Valley for application of water conservation technologies
for irrigation
Task 2.10.3 – Redesign and implement Eureka County CDC business loan program to
offer low interest loans for financing agricultural water conservation technologies
Task 2.10.4 – Adopt County ordinance establishing County Sales and Use tax abatement
or deferral for investments in agricultural water conservation technologies
Task 2.10.5 - Establish County grant match fund and pursue grants for investments in
agricultural water conservation technology
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Objective 2.11 – Incentivize investments in replacement of existing high water use crops with
low water use and dry land crops in Diamond Valley
Task 2.11.1 – In cooperation with University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, Nevada
Department of Agriculture, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service identify and
test alternative low water use and dry land crops for production in Diamond Valley
Task 2.11.2 – In cooperation with University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, Nevada
Department of Agriculture, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service identify
priority areas for replacement of existing crops with low water use and dry land crops for
production in target areas of Diamond Valley
Task 2.11.3 – Redesign and implement Eureka County CDC business loan program to
offer low interest loans for financing costs associated with switching from existing high
water use crops with low water use and dry land crops in target areas of Diamond Valley
Task 2.11.4 – Adopt County ordinance establishing County Sales and Use tax abatement
or deferral for investments in switching from existing high water use crops with low
water use and dry land crops in target areas of Diamond Valley
Task 2.11.5 - Establish County grant match fund and pursue grants to support producers
in target Diamond Valley areas in switching from existing high water use crops with low
water use and dry land crops
Task 2.11.6 – Pursue Nevada Revised Statute authority to enable placement of
groundwater right for agriculture into conservation reserve status and protection from
forfeiture when water is not being used as a result of water conservation within certain
designated groundwater basins such as Diamond Valley
Objective 2.12 – Secure supplemental sources of water for aquifer storage and recharge in the
Diamond Valley
Task 2.12.1 – Secure funding for and complete analysis of sources of water for and the
institutional, engineering, environmental and financial feasibility of and developing a
system to import groundwater from adjacent basins into the Diamond Valley for purposes
of aquifer storage and recharge
Task 2.12.2 – File applications to appropriate groundwater in select basins for purpose of
exporting same to Diamond Valley to support aquifer, storage and recharge
Goal 3.0

Increase Availability of and Access to Capital for Business and Industrial
Development in Eureka County

Objective 3.1 – Restructure and Enhance Effectiveness of Eureka County Community
Development Corporation Revolving Loan Program
Task 3.1.1 – Identify and evaluate options for improving Eureka County Community
Development Corporation (CDC) revolving loan program
Option #1 - Maintain existing CDC stewardship of loan fund/program
 Confirm or reconstitute CDC Board of Directors and
availability/commitment to ensure functionality of loan application review,
approval/denial, loan document preparation and loan servicing functions
 Develop and publicize loan guidelines and availability of monies to lend
 low interest rates
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o existing business expansion
o new business
 medium to high risk
 collateral requirements
 lender of last resort
 minimum and maximum loan amounts
 minimum and maximum loan terms
 targeted at certain business/industrial sectors
Option #2 – CDC voluntary transfer of fund balance to Eureka County for
ECEDP loan program administration
 Confirm availability and commitment of EDCDP Board of Directors to
ensure functionality of loan application review, approval/denial, loan
document preparation and loan servicing functions
 Coordinate with CDC Board of Directors to develop an acceptable
Memorandum of Agreement with Eureka County regarding voluntary
transfer of CDC fund balance to Eureka County for exclusive use by
ECEDP in developing and implementing a revolving loan program
 Develop and publicize ECEDP loan guidelines and availability of monies
to lend
 low interest rates
o existing business expansion
o new business
 medium to high risk
 collateral requirements
 lender of last resort
 minimum and maximum loan amounts
 minimum and maximum loan terms
 targeted at certain business/industrial sectors
Objective 3.2 - Increase Nevada State Bank Community Reinvestment Act Related Lending to
Local Businesses
Task 3.2.1 – Quarterly meeting with Nevada State Bank representatives to review
Community Reinvestment Act related deposits and local investment goals and outcomes
Task 3.2.2 – In cooperation with Nevada State Bank staff design and implement
marketing campaign to publicize local Community Reinvestment Act investment goals
Objective 3.3 – Increase Rural Nevada Development Corporation Lending to Eureka County
Businesses
Task 3.3.1 – In cooperation with representatives of Rural Nevada Development
Corporation design and implement marketing campaign to publicize availability of
revolving loan funds
Task 3.3.2 – Develop and fund agreement with RNDC and/or UNR SBDC to provide
small business consulting assistance to Eureka area businesses
Objective 3.4 – Leverage Eureka County and Local Private Funding
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Task 3.4.1 – Establish and capitalize Eureka County economic development grant match
fund
Task 3.4.2 – Establish and capitalize private economic development grant match fund
Task 3.4.3 – Identify and establish budgets for CEDS tasks requiring funding (beyond
ECEDP staff and volunteers) to implement
Task 3.4.4 – Identify and apply for grant funds to implement CEDS tasks requiring
funding to implement
 Governor’s Office of Economic Development
o Great Basin Regional Development Authority
o GOED supplemental grant funds
 Community Development Block Grant
 USDA Rural Business Enterprise Grant
 USDA Rural Business Opportunity Grant
 Economic Development Administration
o Technical Assistance Grant
o Public Works Grant
 Corporate Grants
o Newmont Gold Community Grant Program
o Barrick Gold
o NV Energy
Task 3.4.5 – Undertake required grant administration and reporting activities
Goal 4.0

Increase Visitation to and Spending in Eureka County

Objective 4.1- Minimize vacancy rates in area motels, hotels and RV parks
Task 4.1.1 - Prepare and maintain inventory of motel and hotel rooms and RV space
Task 4.1.2 - Plan and schedule special events as a means to fill hotel and motel rooms
and RV spaces during periods of moderate to high vacancy rates
Task 4.1.3 - Develop and maintain master schedule of special events and area industrial
activities (i.e. mining exploration and construction) to balance capacity for overnight
stays with available hotel and motel rooms and RV space
Task 4.1.4 – Plan and stage special events in Eureka to improve resident quality of life,
community attractiveness and attract visitors and related spending
 Show What Ya Brung Car
 Western Heritage Days
Show and Drag Race
 Christmas Tree Lighting
 Old Fashioned 4th of July
 Eureka Holiday Bazaar
 High School Rodeo
 Pumpkin Harvest Festival
 Eureka County Fair
 Entertainment at the Eureka
 Eureka Arts in the Park
Opera House
 VFW Softball Tournament
Task 4.1.5 – Develop and implement special event marketing strategies which balance
attendance with available hotel and motel rooms and RV spaces
Task 4.1.6 – Identify and secure funding to plan, market and stage special events
 Eureka County room tax venues
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 Nevada Commission on Tourism
 Corporate sponsors
 Local business sponsor
Objective 4.2 – Develop Capacity for Overnight Camping at Rodeo Arena in Crescent Valley
Task 4.2.1 – Review existing Eureka County policies regarding overnight stays at County-owned
fairground and rodeo facilities
Task 4.2.2 – Develop and consider adopting Eureka County policy allowing for overnight
camping during special events at the Crescent Valley rodeo arena
Goal 5.0

Establish and Maintain Relationships with Federal, State, and Local Government
Economic Development Officials and Non-Government Partners

Objective 5.1 Establish and Maintain Relationships with Federal Economic Development Officials
Task 5.1.1 – Meet with representatives of U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic
Development Administration
Task 5.1.2 – Meet with representatives of USDA Rural Development Administration
Task 5.1.3 – Meet with representatives of U.S. Small Business Administration

Objective 5.2 Establish and Maintain Relationships with State Economic Development Officials
Task 5.2.1 – Meet with representatives of the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic
Development (GOED)
Task 5.2.2 – Meet with representatives of the Nevada Department of Employment, Training and
Rehabilitation
Task 5.2.3 – Meet with representatives of the Nevada Department of Business and Industry
Task 5.2.4 – Meet with representatives of the Nevada Governor’s Office of Energy
Task 5.2.5 – Meet with representatives of the University of Nevada Small Business Development
Center
Task 5.2.6 – Meet with representatives of the University of Nevada Reno Center for Economic
Development
Objective 5.3 Establish and Maintain Relationships with Local Economic Development Officials
Task 5.3.1 – Participate in bi-weekly teleconference calls among GOED and other rural
development authority/county economic development staff
Task 5.3.2 – Participate as active member of Great Basin Regional Development Authority
Board of Directors
Task 5.3.3 – Meet regularly with economic development staff for Elko, Lander and White Pine
counties
Objective 5.4 Establish and Maintain Relationships with Non-Governmental Economic Development
Related Organizations
Task 5.4.1 – Meet with members of the Eureka Business Network
Task 5.4.2 – Meet with members of the Crescent Valley Town Board

71

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY
As suggested in the previous section, there is a great deal of work to be undertaken to capitalize upon the
strengths and opportunities and to overcome the weaknesses and threats to expansion and diversification of the
Eureka County economy. As a means to guide the allocation of limited human and financial capital available to
Eureka County this section of the CEDS describes a strategy for allocating said resources to achieving the goals,
objectives and tasks outlined in the previous section. Attainment of the identified goals, objectives and tasks in
this CEDS will require the collective work of the Eureka County Economic Development Program Board of
Directors and staff; Eureka County elected officials and staff; other local, state and federal agencies and their
staff; private industry and their staff; and non-governmental organizations and their staff,
Table 34 presents a strategy for implementing the Eureka County CEDS. Shown in the table for each task is a
suggestion of which entity or entities would be responsible for taking the lead with implementation and those
who would serve in a supporting role; and an identification of possible sources to fund implementation of each
task. Also identified on Table 34 is the priority, measured in terms of when work would begin over the next
three-year period, for each task. It is suggested that the implementation strategy described in Table 34 be
revisited during the third quarter of each fiscal year (January – March timeframe) for the purpose of updating the
strategy by deleting completed tasks; adding newly identified goals, objectives and tasks and establishing
priorities for commencing work on each task contained within the updated strategy. This process could be used
to frame an annual report on progress with implementation of the Eureka County CEDS.
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Table 34. Eureka County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy:
Implementation Strategy

Task
Task 1.1.1 – In consultation with
Great Basin College, Nevada
Department of Employment,
Training and Rehabilitation and the
mining industry, develop and
implement mining related job
training at Eureka High School and
Crescent Valley Community Center
or other location in Crescent Valley
Task 1.1.2 – Coordinate with
mining concerns to facilitate
provision of mine employee
housing in Beowawe, Crescent
Valley and Eureka
Task 1.1.3 – Coordinate with mining
concerns to facilitate provision of
mine employee transportation from
Beowowe, Crescent Valley and
Eureka to area mines
Task 1.1.4 - Identify and develop
business/industrial parks or sites in
Beowawe, Crescent Valley and
Eureka
Task 1.1.5 - Recruit mining support
industries to locate in Eureka,
Beowowe, Crescent Valley and
Dunphy
Task 1.1.6 – Work with the Eureka
Business Network to expand and
diversify retail and service
establishments in Eureka and
Crescent Valley
Task 1.1.7 – Work with Eureka
County School District to identify
alternatives and encourage the
provision of support to parents to
provide high-school
classes/coursework in Crescent
Valley
Task 1.1.8 - Develop and implement
mine worker incentives for residing
in Eureka County
Task 1.1.9 - Recruit mining

Priority
(Years 1-3)

Implementation
Lead1

Implementation
Support1

Suggested
Funding
Sources1

GBC;
DETR; area
mining
companies;
GOED
CDBG;
RNDC;
RNHA;
area mining
companies

ECEDP

GBC, DETR,
ECSD, area
mining companies

ECEDP

Area mining
companies;
RNHA

ECEDP

area mining NDOT; area
companies;
mining
NDOT
companies

ECEDP

ECPWD; ECC;

ECC;
CDBG;
EDA

ECEDP

GOED; area
mining companies

GOED; area
mining
companies

EBN

ECEDP

CDBG;
RBEG;
EDA

2

ECSD

ECEDP; NV
Dept. of
Education

ECSD;
Nevada
Dept. of
Education

2
3

ECEDP
ECEDP

area mining
companies
GOED

area mining
companies
GOED

1

1

1

2

2

1
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Task
administrative offices to locate in
Eureka
Task 1.1.10 – Provide local training
for and otherwise seek to increase
the number of local licensed
contractors in the County
Task 1.1.11 – Meet with area
existing and proposed mining
concerns to discuss implementation
of Tasks 1-9 above
Task 1.1.12 - Where appropriate,
seek revisions to Eureka County
Code and/or Nevada Revised Statute
to remove or minimize identified
barriers to success with respect to
mining as well as other business
Task 1.1.13 - Support new laws that
assist and encourage mining while
simultaneously seeking to avoid or
minimize adverse impacts of mining

Task 1.2.1 - Promote Eureka County
as mining capital of United States
Task 1.2.2 - Participate in minerelated local, state and federal
permitting proceedings seeking to
support and encourage permitting
while simultaneously seeking to
avoid or minimize adverse impacts
of each project
Task 1.2.3 - Participate in mining
related state and federal legislative
and rulemaking proceedings seeking
to support and encourage mining
while simultaneously seeking to
avoid or minimize adverse impacts
of mining
Task 1.2.4 - Adopt and implement a
Eureka County policy requiring an
analysis and comparison of the costs
and benefits of litigating mining
related permitting decisions versus
expending anticipated litigation costs
on design and implementation of
effective mine-related impact

Priority
(Years 1-3)

Implementation
Lead1

Implementation
Support1

Suggested
Funding
Sources1

GBC;
DETR;
GOED

3

ECEDP

NSCB; GBC;
DETR; ECSD

1

ECEDP

n/a/

ECEDP

3

ECEDP

EBN ; ECC

ECEDP

3

ECC

ECEDP; ECNRD;
ECPWD; ECSD

1

ECEDP

TBD
ECC;
GOED; area
mining
GOED
companies

1

ECNRD

ECEDP; ECC;
ECSD; ECPWD;
EBN

3

ECNRD

ECEDP; ECC;
ECSD; ECPWD

ECC

1

ECC

ECEDP; ECNRD;
ECPWD; ECSD

TBD
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ECC

Task
mitigation
Task 1.2.5 - Amend the Eureka
County Code to require a Special
Use Permit for mining and energy
projects disturbing greater than 100
acres and include a condition for
granting of said Special Use Permit
that applicant must demonstrate that
off-site impacts to other holders of
property rights in the area will be
avoided or mitigated
Task 1.2.6 – Develop a white paper
describing the benefits of
establishing a mining technology
related venture capital fund to be
capitalized through investments by
mining companies and mining
support industries in Nevada, said
investments qualifying as a tax
deduction
Task 1.2.7 – Schedule and hold
meetings with Nevada Mining
Association staff, representatives of
major existing and planned mines in
Eureka County, Nevada Association
of Counties, key members of the
Nevada Legislature and the Nevada
Governor’s Office re: establishment
of a mining technology related
venture capital fund in Nevada
Task 1.2.8 – As appropriate seek and
support legislation to amend Nevada
Revised Statutes to enable
establishment and funding of a
mining technology related venture
capital fund in Nevada
Task 1.3.1 - Recruit non-mining
related industry to locate at Dunphy
to include working with Newmont to
design and implement marketing
initiative to attract industry to Jay
Hawk Rail Terminal at Dunphy
Task 1.3.2 – Encourage and assist
Barrick Gold to develop a rail-served
industrial park in the Beowawe area
to serve its mines

Priority
(Years 1-3)

Implementation
Lead1

3

3

3

3

2

3
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Implementation
Support1

Suggested
Funding
Sources1

ECC

ECEDP; ECNRD;
ECPWD; ECSD

TBD

GBRDA

ECEDP; GOED;
area mining
companies

GBRDA;
GOED

GBRDA

GBRDA;
ECEDP; GOED; GOED; area
area mining
mining
companies
companies

GBRDA

ECEDP; GOED;
area mining
companies

GBRDA;
area mining
companies

ECEDP

GOED; Newmont

ECEDP;
GOED;
Newmont

ECEDP

Barrick; ECPWD;
ECC; GOED

CDBG;
EDA;
Barrick

Task
Task 1.3.3 – Identify locations of
electrical substations on or adjacent
to private land with available
capacity for interconnection and
access to the NV Energy
transmission system in Eureka
County as candidate sites for siting
utility-scale solar or biomass energy
projects
Task 1.3.4 – Design and implement
marketing campaign to recruit
investment in utility-scale solar,
geothermal and biomass energy
projects to Eureka County
Task 1.3.5 – Identify opportunities
for industrial utilization of biomass
resulting from landscape restoration
projects in Eureka County

Identify quantities of
biomass potentially available
and over what timeframes

Identify scale-appropriate
biomass utilization
technologies and products

Design and implement
marketing initiative focused
at industries which might
utilize Eureka County
derived biomass
Task 1.3.6 - Participate in oil and gas
related local, state and federal
permitting proceedings seeking to
support and encourage permitting of
exploration and production projects
while simultaneously seeking to
avoid or minimize adverse impacts
of each project
Task 1.3.7 - Participate in oil and gas
related state and federal legislative
and rulemaking proceedings seeking
to support and encourage mining
while simultaneously seeking to
avoid or minimize adverse impacts
of mining
Task 1.3.8 – Update the Eureka
County Economic Development

Priority
(Years 1-3)

Implementation
Lead1

Implementation
Support1

Suggested
Funding
Sources1

2

ECEDP

NV Energy; Mt.
Wheeler Power

ECEDP;
GOED;
RBEG

2

ECEDP

GOED

ECEDP;
GOED

ECEDP

ECDNR; GBRDA

ECEDP;
GOED;
GBRDA;
RBEG;
EDA

1

ECC

ECNRD; ECEDP;
ECPWD; ECSD

TBD

3

ECC

ECNRD; ECEDP;
ECPWD; ECSD

1

ECEDP

GOED

2
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TBD
ECEDP;
GOED

Task
website and the E-Brochure located
therein

Task 1.3.9 – Pursue transfer of
title to Crescent Valley Airport
land from BLM to Eureka County
Task 1.3.10 – Pursue funding for
and develop master plan for
improvements to Crescent Valley
Airport
Task 1.3.11 – Pursue funding for
and design improvements at
Crescent Valley Airport
Task 1.3.12 – Pursue removal of
dysfunctional and prohibitive
deed restrictions on land within
the Town of Crescent Valley
Task 1.4.1 – Coordinate with area
mining companies to identify
services which they would utilize if
available in the Crescent Valley area
(light vehicle maintenance, janitorial,
welding)
Task 1.4.2 – In consultation with
Rural Nevada Development
Corporation, UNR Small Business
Development Center, Eureka County
Community Development
Corporation, U.S. Small Business
Administration and Nevada State
Bank design and hold community
workshops on retail/service business
development opportunities and
financing
Task 1.4.3 - Pursue establishment of
a Crescent Valley Business Network
Task 2.1.1 - Work with Barrick,
Newmont, General Moly, and
Midway Gold to design and
implement “Buy Eureka County”
purchasing programs
Task 2.2.1 - Develop and adopt a
Eureka County Commission “Buy
Eureka County” policy
Task 2.3.1 - Coordinate with Nevada
Governor’s Office of Economic

Priority
(Years 1-3)

Implementation
Lead1

Implementation
Support1

Suggested
Funding
Sources1

2

CVTB

ECEDP, ECC

TBD

2

CVTB

ECEDP, ECC

FAA

3

CVTB

ECEDP, ECC

FAA

2

CVTB

ECC

TBD

1

ECEDP

area mining
companies

ECEDP

ECEDP;
RNDC;
SBDC;
ECCDC;
SBA; NSB;
GOED

2

ECEDP

RNDC; SBDC;
ECCDC; SBA;
NSB;GOED

1

ECEDP

EBN

TBD

1

ECEDP

EBN ; area
mining
companies;
GOED

ECEDP;
area mining
companies;
GOED

1

ECEDP

ECC, EBN

3

ECEDP

GBRDA; GOED
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GBRDA;
GOED

Task
Development to plan and conduct a
procurement outreach workshop for
Eureka businesses
Task 2.4.1 - Design and implement
incentives for shopping locally (i.e.
coupons, drawings for prizes, sales
tax holidays)
Task 2.5.1 - Design and implement
business to business networking
functions
Task 2.5.2 – Adopt County
ordinance establishing sales tax
holiday(s)
Task 2.5.3 – Update, distribute and
maintain Eureka County Business
Directory
Task 2.6.1 - Interview existing
business owners to identify barriers
to success
Task 2.6.2 - Work with existing
business support networks to identify
and implement strategies to remove
or minimize identified barriers to
success (UNCE, UNR SBDC,
RNDC)
Task 2.6.3 – Where appropriate, seek
revisions to Eureka County Code
and/or Nevada Revised Statute to
remove or minimize identified
barriers to success
Task 2.7.1 – Redesign and
implement Eureka County CDC
business loan program to offer low
interest loans for existing business
expansion
Task 2.7.2 – Adopt County
ordinance establishing County Sales
and Use tax abatement or deferral for
existing business expansion
Task 2.7.3 – Adopt County
ordinance establishing County
Property tax abatement or deferral
for existing business expansion
Task 2.7.4 – Adopt County
ordinance establishing competitive
sale or lease terms for select county-

Priority
(Years 1-3)

Implementation
Lead1

Implementation
Support1

Suggested
Funding
Sources1

2

EBN

ECEDP

TBD

2

ECEDP

EBN

ECEDP;
EBN

3

ECC

EBN ; ECEDP

TBD

3

ECEDP

EBN

ECEDP;
GOED

1

EBN

ECEDP

EBN ;
ECEDP

2

ECEDP

EBN ; UNCE;
SBDC; RNDC

TBD

2

ECC

EBN ; ECEDP;
GOED; GBRDA

TBD

1

ECCDC

ECEDP; ECC;
RNDC

ECCDC

3

ECC

ECEDP

TBD

3

ECC

ECEDP

TBD

3

ECC

ECEDP

TBD
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Task
owned real estate for use by existing
business expansion
Task 2.7.5 – Establish County grant
match fund and pursue grants for site
improvements and/or infrastructure
to support existing business
expansion
Task 2.8.1 – Identify, obtain funding
for and implement measures to
increase snow accumulation in the
Diamond Mountains
Task 2.8.2 – Identify, obtain funding
for and implement measures to
reduce evaporative losses and
increase infiltration of runoff in the
Diamond Mountains
Task 2.9.1 – Coordinate with
representatives of mines in the
vicinity of Diamond Valley to
discuss and evaluate the feasibility of
utilizing mine de-watered water for
groundwater recharge purposes in
the Valley
Task 2.10.1 – In cooperation with
University of Nevada Cooperative
Extension, Nevada Department of
Agriculture, USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service
identify and test alternative
technologies for reducing water
required to irrigate existing hay and
grain crops in Diamond Valley
technologies
Task 2.10.2 – In cooperation with
University of Nevada Cooperative
Extension, Nevada Department of
Agriculture, USDA Natural
Resource Conservation Service
identify priority areas within
Diamond Valley for application of
water conservation technologies for
irrigation
Task 2.10.3 – Redesign and
implement Eureka County CDC
business loan program to offer low
interest loans for financing

Priority
(Years 1-3)

Implementation
Lead1

2

ECC

Implementation
Support1

Suggested
Funding
Sources1

ECEDP; ECPWD

ECC; area
mining
companies

1

ECDNR

ECEDP, NRCS

NRCS;
ECC

1

ECDNR

ECEDP, NRCS

NRCS;
ECC

3

ECDNR

ECEDP; area
mining
companies; ECC

TBD

1

ECDNR

ECEDP; UNCE;
NRCS

TBD

ECDNR

ECEDP; UNCE;
NRCS

TBD

ECCDC

ECEDP; ECDNR;
ECC

ECCDC

1

1
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Task
agricultural water conservation
technologies
Task 2.10.4 – Adopt County
ordinance establishing County Sales
and Use tax abatement or deferral for
investments in agricultural water
conservation
Task 2.10.5 - Establish County grant
match fund and pursue grants for
investments in agricultural water
conservation technology
Task 2.11.1 – In cooperation with
University of Nevada Cooperative
Extension, Nevada Department of
Agriculture, USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service
identify and test alternative low
water use and dry land crops for
production in Diamond Valley
Task 2.11.2 – In cooperation with
University of Nevada Cooperative
Extension, Nevada Department of
Agriculture, USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service
identify priority areas for
replacement of existing crops with
low water use and dry land crops for
production in target areas of
Diamond Valley
Task 2.11.3 – Redesign and
implement Eureka County CDC
business loan program to offer low
interest loans for financing costs
associated with switching from
existing high water use crops with
low water use and dry land crops in
target areas of Diamond Valley
Task 2.11.4 – Adopt County
ordinance establishing County Sales
and Use tax abatement or deferral for
investments in switching from
existing high water use crops with
low water use and dry land crops in
target areas of Diamond Valley
Task 2.11.5 - Establish County grant
match fund and pursue grants to

Priority
(Years 1-3)

Implementation
Lead1

2

Implementation
Support1

Suggested
Funding
Sources1

ECC

ECDNR; ECEDP

TBD

ECDNR

ECEDP; ECC;
NRCS; UNCE

TBD

2

ECDNR

ECEDP; NRCS;
UNCE

TBD

3

ECDNR

ECEDP; NRCS;
UNCE

TBD

3

ECCDC

ECEDP; ECDNR;
ECC

ECCDC

2

ECC

ECEDP; ECDNR

TBD

2

ECDNR

ECEDP; NRCS

TBD

2
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Priority
Implementation
Implementation
Task
(Years 1-3) Lead1
Support1
support producers in target Diamond
Valley areas in switching from
existing high water use crops with
low water use and dry land crops
Task 2.11.6 – Pursue Nevada
Revised Statute authority to enable
placement of groundwater right for
agriculture into conservation reserve
status and protection from forfeiture
when water is not being used as a
result of water conservation within
certain designated groundwater
basins such as Diamond Valley
1
ECC ECDNR; ECEDP
Task 2.12.1 – Secure funding for and
complete analysis of sources of
water for and the institutional,
engineering, environmental and
financial feasibility of and
developing a system to import
groundwater from adjacent basins
into the Diamond Valley for
purposes of aquifer storage and
ECEDP; NRCS;
recharge
3
ECDNR
ECPWD
Task 2.12.2 – File applications to
appropriate groundwater in select
basins for purpose of exporting same
to Diamond Valley to support
aquifer, storage and recharge
3
ECC ECDNR; ECEDP
Task 3.1.1 – Identify and evaluate
options for improving Eureka County
Community Development
Corporation (CDC) revolving loan
ECEDP; ECC;
program
1
ECCDC
RNDC
Task 3.2.1 – Quarterly meeting with
Nevada State Bank representatives to
review Community Reinvestment
Act related deposits and local
investment goals and outcomes
3
ECEDP
NSB
Task 3.2.2 – In cooperation with
Nevada State Bank staff design and
implement marketing campaign to
publicize local Community
Reinvestment Act investment goals
3
ECEDP
NSB
Task 3.3.1 – In cooperation with
representatives of Rural Nevada
Development Corporation design and
3
ECEDP
RNDC; GBRDA
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Suggested
Funding
Sources1

TBD

TBD

TBD

ECCDC

n/a

ECEDP,
NSB
ECEDP;
GBRDA;
RNDC;

Task
implement marketing campaign to
publicize availability of revolving
loan funds
Task 3.3.2 – Develop and fund
agreement with RNDC and/or UNR
SBDC to provide small business
consulting assistance to Eureka area
businesses
Task 3.4.1 – Establish and capitalize
Eureka County economic
development grant match fund
Task 3.4.2 – Establish and capitalize
private economic development grant
match fund
Task 3.4.3 – Identify and establish
budgets for CEDS tasks requiring
funding (beyond ECEDP staff and
volunteers) to implement
Task 3.4.4 – Identify and apply for
grant funds to implement CEDS
tasks requiring funding to implement
Task 3.4.5 – Undertake required
grant administration and reporting
activities
Task 4.1.1 - Prepare and maintain
inventory of motel and hotel rooms
and RV space
Task 4.1.2 - Plan and schedule
special events as a means to fill hotel
and motel rooms and RV spaces
during periods of moderate to high
vacancy rates
Task 4.1.3 - Develop and maintain
master schedule of special events
and area industrial activities (i.e.
mining exploration and construction)
to balance capacity for overnight
stays with available hotel and motel
rooms and RV space
Task 4.1.4 – Plan and stage special
events in Eureka to improve resident
quality of life, community
attractiveness and attract visitors and
related spending
Task 4.1.5 – Develop and implement
special event marketing strategies

Priority
(Years 1-3)

Implementation
Lead1

Implementation
Support1

Suggested
Funding
Sources1
GOED

ECEDP;
GBRDA;
GOED;
SBA

2

ECEDP

RNDC; SBDC;
GBRDA; SBA

2

ECEDP

ECC

2

ECEDP

ECC; area mining
companies; EBN

ECC
area mining
companies;
EBN

1

ECEDP

ECEDP

n/a

2

ECEDP

ECC; ECDNR;
ECDPW; EBN

TBD

2

ECEDP

ECC; ECDNR;
ECDPW

1

ECEDP

EBN

ECEDP
ECEDP;
EBN ;
NCOT

EBN ; ECC

ECEDP;
EBN ;
NCOT

EBN ; area
mining companies

ECEDP;
EBN ;
NCOT; area
mining
companies

2

ECEDP

2

ECEDP

1

ECEDP

2

ECEDP
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ECEDP;
EBN ; ECC; ECC; EBN ;
NCOT
NCOT
EBN ; ECC;
ECEDP;
NCOT ECC; EBN ;

Task
which balance attendance with
available hotel and motel rooms and
RV spaces
Task 4.1.6 – Identify and secure
funding to plan, market and stage
special events

Task 4.2.1 – Review existing
Eureka County policies regarding
overnight stays at County-owned
fairground and rodeo facilities.
Task 4.2.2 – Develop and
consider adopting Eureka County
policy allowing for overnight
camping during special events at
the Crescent Valley rodeo arena
Task 5.1.1 – Meet with
representatives of U.S.
Department of Commerce,
Economic Development
Administration
Task 5.1.2 – Meet with
representatives of USDA Rural
Development Administration
Task 5.1.3 – Meet with
representatives of U.S. Small
Business Administration
Task 5.2.1 – Meet with
representatives of the Nevada
Governor’s Office of Economic
Development (GOED)
Task 5.2.2 – Meet with
representatives of the Nevada
Department of Employment,
Training and Rehabilitation
Task 5.2.3 – Meet with
representatives of the Nevada
Department of Business and
Industry
Task 5.2.4 – Meet with
representatives of the Nevada
Governor’s Office of Energy
Task 5.2.5 – Meet with
representatives of the UNR Small

Priority
(Years 1-3)

Implementation
Lead1

Implementation
Support1

Suggested
Funding
Sources1
NCOT

2

ECEDP

EBN ; ECC;
NCOT

TBD

2

ECEDP

ECC

n/a

2

ECC

ECEDP

n/a

2

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP

1

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP

2

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP

1

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP

2

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP

2

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP

2

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP

1

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP
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Task

Business Development Center
Task 5.2.6 – Meet with
representatives of the UNR Center
for Economic Development
Task 5.3.1 – Participate in biweekly teleconference among
GOED and other rural
development authority/county
economic development staff
Task 5.3.2 – Participate as active
member of Great Basin Regional
Development Authority Board of
Directors
Task 5.3.3 – Meet with economic
development staff for Elko,
Lander and White Pine counties
Task 5.4.1 – Meet with members
of the Eureka Business Network
Task 5.4.2 – Meet with Crescent
Valley Town Board

Priority
(Years 1-3)

Implementation
Lead1

Implementation
Support1

Suggested
Funding
Sources1

2

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP

1

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP

1

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP

1

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP

1

ECEDP

n/a

ECEDP

1
ECEDP
n/a
ECEDP
1/ CDBG – GOED Development Block Grant; CVTB – Crescent Valley Town Board; DETR - NV
Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation; EBN – Eureka Business Network; ECC Eureka County Commission; ECCDC - Eureka County Community Development Corporation; ECEDP Eureka County Economic Development Program staff and volunteer Board of Directors; ECNRD Eureka County Natural Resources Department; ECPWD – Eureka County Public Works Department;
ECSD - Eureka County School District; EDA – U.S. Economic Development Administration; FAA –
Federal Aviation Administration, GBC – Great Basin College; GBRDA – Great Basin Regional
Development Authority; GOED - NV Governor’s Office of Economic Development; NCOT - NV
Commission on Tourism; NDOT – NV Department of Transportation; NSB – Nevada State Bank;
NSCB- NV State Contractor’s Board; RBEG – RDA Rural Business Enterprise Grant; RNDC – Rural
Nevada Development Corporation; RNHA – NV Rural Nevada Housing Authority; SBA – U.S. Small
Business Administration; SBDC – University of Nevada Reno Small Business Center; UNCE- University
of Nevada Cooperative Extension.
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MEASURING SUCCESS
Effectiveness monitoring is important to establishing a basis upon which to judge whether the
adopted goals, objectives and tasks remain relevant; are being implemented; and are making a
difference with regard to the Eureka County economy. Monitoring the success of CEDS
implementation can also serve as the basis for reporting progress and results to County elected
and appointed officials, residents and to CEDS implementation funding partners. Annual
reporting of the progress and results of implementing the Eureka County CEDS can also serve as
a key component to requests for economic development funding submitted to federal, state and
County governments and to private sector and non-governmental organization partners.
Accordingly, it is suggested that ECEDP staff prepare a summary annual report during the third
quarter of each fiscal year documenting progress and results with implementation of this CEDS.
It is suggested that the following key indicators of the Eureka County economy be monitored
with comparisons to the previous five years and reported: population; labor force; number
employed; number of unemployed; unemployment rate; average earnings; and combined property
tax rate; and total taxable sales. Tables containing these statistics are contained previously in this
document. Said tables could be updated annually for monitoring purposes.
In addition, other measures of success should be monitored which would provide the basis for
required quarterly reporting by the Great Basin Regional Development Authority (of which
Eureka County is a member) to the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development
including:


The number of inquiries, leads, prospects and wins (firms actually expanding or
relocating to Eureka County)
 The number of start-up businesses assisted
 The number of expanding existing businesses assisted
 The number of existing businesses retained
 The number of prospects not choosing to locate in Eureka County
 The number of site visits by industry leads
 The number and type of economic development related grants applied for and awarded to
Eureka County or other partner
 The number of firms with which assistance with product exporting was provided
 The number of foreign firms assisted regarding expansion into Eureka
 The number of companies assisted by arranging relevant academic research
 The number of companies referred to another county in Nevada
An Excel spreadsheet template for reporting the aforementioned data to GOED can be obtained
from the Executive Director of the Great Basin Regional Development Authority (which must
submit such data quarterly to the Nevada Governor’s Office of Economic Development (GOED)
for the Eureka, Lander and White Pine county region) or from GOED staff directly. Collection
and provision of this data to the Executive Director of the Great Basin Regional Development
Authority will facilitate development of the requisite three-county quarterly report to GOED.
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